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GLIAS RECORDING UF MEETING Kzrkalay Testing Mussum, %9,
Southwark St., London SEL 5t ALl are welcome.

GLIAS LECTURE:; GRAVEL TO GUNG HE 1A uw GREENWICH By Chris rFord. £.30pm
at 5t. Bartholomew' s Medical { 2, Charterhouse Sguare, tondon ECL.

811 are welcons. For de

GLIAS RECORDING GROUP WALK in Brentford to register sit I
1Zroon. Mest at Kew Bridge Steam Museum, Green Dragon Lane, Brent

CLIOS/NEWCOMEN SOCIETY VISIT 7O CHANNEL TUNNEL See booking form with this
Newsletier,

GLIAS RECORDING GROUFP MESTING At 6.30pm at Kirkaldy Testing Mussaum.
Details as above for October 10.
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At & Z0pm Qe+.4'

by Jamas Doustt.
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1550
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ICE CREAM A talk by Robin Weir

nge Cross, NI 9RT.

TECT AND DEBIGNER & talk by Clive Wairwright at 7 GO pm at
nool Rd/Tolpuddle 8t, Nl (Islington Arch. & Hist.B5oo)

PERPYS AND EVELYM: DIARISTS EXTRACRDINARY by Peter Guwrett, B.135 pm,
Cambarwell Lriieqe of Art, lson Rd fAnnexe, bLondon SES. (Peckham Society)
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SLIBTERRANEA BRIT%NN{ﬂﬂ &M lG.Oﬁ - 16,30, Luoy Cavendish College, Lady
Margaret Road, Cambridge. £8,00 lunch & rnon-members extra. Tel (01734)
825456 ' |
LIMEHOUSE AND SAILING BARGES A talk by Jim Hughes

Ragged School Mus ! Road, Bow, EI.
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started with a visit to 8t. Pancras, including the view from the outer end, for
which we had obtained permission, and proceeded via the GLIAS walk through the ares
to the rorth to the canal, and from there to the Granary. At this point it became
apparent that we were losing the attention of the young people and we made earlier
than intended for the Canal Museum. After lunch we handed over to Malcolm Tucker at
the museum, and our part in the day endaed. We must express owr thanks to Malcolm and
the stat+ of the museum.

Overall the day must be judged a success. Some very interesting guestions were asked
and there is certainly some latent interest in IA among the young people. At the
same time we learned something about keeping youngsr people interested - experience
which will bBe useful on another cccasion — we hope the school agrees with us. We
would be glad to try again next year. wWe have received somz response from the school
in the form of a scrap book of the day. We hoped to have some photographs but they
have not materialised yet. Some of the pupils made some excellent sketches of St.
Pancras. When term starts we hope some of this material may come in.

CROYDON — LOCAL SFEAKERS

Croydon Local Studiss Forum, a grouping of Croydon local history societies, is
compiling a list of speakers on local topics for use by local societies, libraries,
schools and other interested bodies. I+ anvone wishes to be put on the list, or
knows someone they think might be interested, please contact me as I have the
official application forms. BILL FIRTH

NOTES FROM DON CLOW

NOTE _ON LIBERTY SHIPS

Further to the article in Newsletter 153 on Liberty ships, although these vessaels
corstituted the most remarkable application of mass production techniques anc were a
key factor in enabling the UK to survive in WW2, they possessed a rather disturbing
characteristic. Some 1200 of these ships developed cracks in their structures up to
10 ft. in length; 250 were rendered unserviceable and 19 ships broke in two. It dgid
not even need rough seas to lead to disaster - the tanker 85 ’Panagansett’ split in
fwo when moored at the dockside, another tanker, the S8 ’Schenectady’ broke its back
in still water at the outfitiing dock, one even foll apart before launching! The
ships tended to suffer from Tbhrit Fracture® which has been descoribed as 'probably
the most freguently discovered of a

As the temperature falls, structural steel instead of behaving in a ductile manner
becomes brittle. Nowadays, desigrers take care t0 ensure that the temperature at
which this transition in properties takes place is below the lowest likely
temperature the structurs will experience. However, in the case of the
*Panagansett’, the steel was brittle at 35 degrees C! The cracks which propagated
almost explosively through these ships usually started from a point of stress
concentration — oft=zn at the corner of a square hatch opening Or a poor weld., Cracks
certainly were not unknown in ships hefore the 1940s but with conventional rivaetted
construction a crack in ore plate stopped at the boundary of the plate and did not
propagate further — in a fully-welded structure like that of the Liberty shipe there
was no such “stopper’ for the crack and on cccasion the crack would pass extremely
rapidly right around the hull with disastrous consequences — GLIAS members proposing
to sail on the "Jeremiah O"Brien’ may care to reflect on the above!!

EAST LONDCON NOTES

1. The Docklands Golf Range is row open — its lomation must be unigue for it is
situated in what was the basemant, now open to the sky, of the demolished Brunswick
Whar+ Power Station.

2. On 7th June 1994 a programme in the BBUZ series One Foot in the Past’ stated
that a large quantity of the stonework from the Euston Arch has been discovered. A
British Waterways man said that the stone had been used to fill in a large hole in
the bed of the Lea at Bromley—by—Bow. ‘
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The gas was made for lighting the soap works, in particular the cellar which was 11t
day and night. Gas was also supplied, at 45s. per 1,000 cubic fest, to nelghbouwrhooo
shops and pubs via & two inch main. In Qld Barge HDuwe 1tse1¥ gas was burnt in the
bedrooms, dressing rooms, nursery, hall and stairs. ‘

am. It is described in Dodds™ 7“laye
amily. The names of Benjamin and
st century: brewsries, dock

The soap works was run by another brothaer, Willia
at the Factories’ . The Hawes were an influential +
la

William permeate industrial enterprises of the
GDmDaﬁiEb, railways. Many of the projects which Lhey Juppcrtmj were those of I. K.
Brunel who was a freguent visitor to Old Barge House cth before and after his

sigter’s marriage to Benjamin Jnr.

It is not clear when the cil gas works closed and Benjamin Snr. became a leading
light in the coal gas world. The family influence in gas was to continue through the
engineering company into which Caroline Hawes had married: the Bryan Donkin Company
Ltd. were to be leaders in the supply of gas distribution souipment.

Sirce writing the accocunt of the East London Theatre Gas works I have acqguired a
copy of James Stevens Curl "The Life and Works of Henry Roberts 1803-18767
(Phillimore 1983). This is a fascinating account of Roberts’ life which [ would very
much recommend. [t gives considerable detail on the Well Street Destitute Sailors
Home, including the information that it was openad in 1833. This means that the Ffire
at the East London Theatre could not possibly have been in 18356 - =although the
newspaper cutting +|mﬂ whlch the account was taken had thaf date on it. It is most

likely to have besn MARY MILLS
GL] A5 WALKS

The success of the 1993 Walks led to five further walks this summer. A note about
the first three appeared in NL1S3. The final two wa alks took members of both GLIAS
and the general public to the mquht 5 Canal and Hackney Wick. Cnarler Norvrie

i

arranged to take us fron tt ’ to Camcen on 13th dugust and for a pra-walk

refreshmert in the “local’ at warwick Avenue. Some confusion arose as Time Out had

mixed up owr pre-publicity with a “phone 1 start
3

call about a paying walk which was to
at 11.00. The organiser of the ’rival” walk took the matter philosophically and
joirned us for a pint beforehand, commenting that he didn’t very often get many
takers for an ‘on spec’ walk. We arrived at Warwick Averue to Find seventy people
who needed to be shepherded along the tow path, this led to a severs thirst
+

sttacking Charles at the end where a number of walkers adjourned to ancther pub!

avoid the AIA conference) suffered somewhat

lg the twenty saven walkers wxniah d., The reputation
- GLIAST walks seemed -7 walkers,
members and nommembers twning up. As the weather cleared and thw original walk had
been taken at a good speed a visit to Victoria Park was agreed; the party being
greeted in the open space by the return of the rain!

d September
sared up as
N
L

y penetrate even the bad weather with “regular

L
&
t

Mary Mill s walk on 3r
%wow the rain which o

f

('1,«\

CLIAS must express its tharks to all those who helped; Bill Firth; David Perrett;

Sue Hayton: Charles Norvie ard M ary Mills. Their audiences would have been smaller
without the efforts of Kathleen Gribble who brought in numbers of regular walkers. A
reminder to anyone who wants to organise 2 walk for next vear to get in touch with

the Hon. Secretary. . DAN HAYTON

OPEN HOUSE DAY — Saturday 10th September

This year for the first time London was involved in the Open House programme whiich
ig a feature of many citiss on the Continent. Unfortunately the “powers that be’
crganized the "Day’ for the same weekend as the AlA Conference which meant that many
GLIAS members would be out of London. For those that were left ’Open House Day’ was

an oppertunity to visit more than 200 tuiic‘ﬂg in Sreater London, some of which ars
not rormally ogesn, +tor fres. The list of buil dlng which represented over a 1,000
vaars of history uﬁqta]nhd many buildings familiar to GLIAS members — for example

the Brunel Engine House in Rotherhithe, Stoke Mewannton FPumping Station as well as
=

various London Underground Stations and Bus Garages.

o
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sted in Hermitage Rd, St. John's and is owned by the

4 £ 4~ -, $ia s, e P
1865 the mumber of crematoria has gr

u‘

the last count in 51 new schemes are undsy ron51dera11un. The b@
referance source on is the wry of Crematoria, published by t

Cremation Society of GVLA*
shelves.

libraries have a copy on their

Finally, Steven Boxal

Re: STEPHENSONS

In September,

CRTH LONDON
mcll may decide
T

- -
Fonsor’ s Vaulte?., The
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e
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give planning permission for the
ese

redevelopment of are brick vaults, beneath a section of
the railway line v Camden and EustDn which ware built in 1837 to house the
standing senginges w mre requirad to poser the cable system to pqll trains up the

~tion of the track. They became redundam_ in 1845 when the

= erouch to tackle the gradient on their own. According to
Journal® the vaults were in use for such a short time that they do

not appear on the JS map and were largely forgotten until the late 1980s. Does

anyone have any details of these vaults? Have they appearad in past GLIAS

newsletters, and iz the recording group of GLIAS intarestad?

incline on the +in
locomotives bec

BOOK. REVIEWS

BOUSNE DOODLEBUGS. South East Surrey and the Flying Bombs. By Peter and Iris Flinmt,
The Bouwrne Society, £2.532 inc. w&p.

This 24-page booklet tells the sto
sspecial reference T
Society, 60 Onslow

THE FORTH BRIDGE &
an impressive ool
construction of

MOTOR TRIALS AND -~ & History of Scottish Motor Vehicle Manufacture.
By a&Dvge Oliver. Glasgow Museum. 112 pp. A4. HMSO, Paperback. £9.73.
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I fiving bomb offensive in 1944 with
urvmy HVﬁﬁl“DKE From: Mr. J. Tyerman,
ge]

ead, South Croydon, CR2 9AT.

e History. RCAHMS. 112 pp. A4. HMSO. Paperback. £11.93.

of photographs taken over seven years iliustrating the
Y =)

dge.

i

4pp. £15.95.

11

Two import

im Cormish mining history.
From: Tw& =T

ds, Truro, Cornwall. TR4 BEN.
BILL FIRTH

LONDON & UNDERGROU
This well-produ

it providas a con

v David Leboff Iaﬁ Allan. 1994. £7.99.
D00k coﬂmenmablv les an unusual s
ion of each of the London Underground "tat ons. ne
layout, history, © ammarised and attention drawn to any 5pec;a1 features.
The author obviously £ oa lot of work into this book and it makes an excal lent
companion to enlighten any LU jownay. N CLOW
TECHNDLE
NluhD}ﬁS J. Wyatt and Robert Budd,
An updated version £

lhth@thd ;xul

SURCPE 1994 by Betsy Bahr, Timothy Boon,
1994, £9.95

g of ressarchers, institutions and other

i f he listings are compiled from those who returnad
dn'w"q 199 Some rotable omission amongst GLIAS members
wlate u]?ﬂkc with the newsletter!. The use of pre—definesd
cat&gorief i rances under some strange headings for IA but it’s very
useful to be abiﬁ ) un possible contacts throughout Europe from Eire to
Roumania.

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER

Fleass noﬁﬁ that itens 1ﬂtmndm” for inclusion in the December Newsletter should
reach the Editor Dy 5 if possible.




