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GREATER LONDON INDUSTRIAL ARCHEOLOGY SOCIETY ISSN 0264-23385

: Bill Firth, 49 Woodstock Avenue, London NWELL.

Hon. Newsletter Editor Thurston, 1 Ely Gardens, Cranbrook,

Tlford,

Feb. 7 UM, Vestry Hall, London Rd,
B, The BR station is closed on

., 200, and 280 pass

65.30om. at Kirkaldy Testing Museum, 99,

Tues. is the demand. Contact Mary Mills
A1l are walcomns.

Fab. 17 FL, THE FIRBT 180 YEARS. —~ Bob Barnes 6.30 pm,

Wed. cience Block, Medical College of St.

Kew Bridge Steam Museum,
are welcome. Lunch will be

Mar. 17

Wad.

Mar. 19 BIG BEN : 4 VIBIT 70 THE OCKTOWER OF THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. Arranged
Fri. =] and the other at 11.30am. Visitors must

entrance at 10.00am and 11.00am to pass through
ju nlaces available. To book a place pleasa
o on OBL-534 1794, or write (address above!

security. T
telephone the N
by the Z2Znd February.

Apr. 13 BLIAB RECORDING

GROURP MEETING. At &.30pm at Kirkaldy's Testing Museum, 79

Tuss. Southwark St, EE1. All are welcome.
May 1 GLIAS AGM. At 2.30pm, provisionally in the Science Museum Lecture Theatre,
Sat. but full details rext newsletter. Any nominastions for committee members or

motions to be put before the meeting to Bill Firth {(address abovel.

OTHER EVENTS

WHEN WHAT

Feb. Z BUILDINGS AT RISK IN SOUTH LONDON. A lecture by Delicia Keats at Hawkstone
Tues. Hall, Lambeth. Nortl ton Rd, SE at 7.30pm. (BLAS)

aend of Kenning
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Feb., 7

Feb. 10
Wed.
Feb. 10
Wed.
Faeb, 14
Sun

Fab., 17
Wed.
Fah., 21
8un.
Feb., 22
Mo

[V . ~
Mar. 2
fues.

Wed.

Mar. 11
Thurs.

Mar. 1
Wead.
Mar. 21

o
£ e
s I {18

Mar .23
T,

Mar. Z6
Fri.
fpr. 4
Sur.

o

Apr .

Suin.

NEW RIVER WALK, Meet at Z2.30pm at Manor House Underground station for a
conducted walk., Cost £4, with concessions. Further details from The Inland
Waterways Association (1WA, tel: O71-586 2510,

NTURY.

*‘Qcamhw

at Fishers bGreen car

a1 tham Abbey, Essex.

) USE OF

GIAN TOWN HOUSE. — 0. Cruikshank, 8.00pm at

m:[;
. Lo

3 =

"The GEd}ﬂu . LEVEVQDDI Rd, NI, Nor—member

N

3 ; ~ ~ s :

- Paddington to Camden. Meest Warwick Svenue Underoround
~&24 3978, (WA

REGE NT"" CANAL

Station 2.%0pm. Cost £4. For tel:
ROBERT FATHER OF R . — Prof. B, Hanbwy-Brown, 3.30pm.
at the =, Ev“don WCZR OBL.

arl Harrison, 7.45pm at the Methodist
(Lewisham LHS)

QND HISTOE

WORK. A lecture, at Hawkstone Hall,

i (SR8
’rangcart History.
The

1=y

Strand, WIZ.

RESSURE cquHNY”F - J.A. Barwmf (Fresident) in t
2, The Science Museum, SWZ7 at 5.45pm. (MNewcomen Zo

POWER

London Gﬁﬁ an
Copper+is i

at 7.30pm at tha Latimer

THE Ebtmd JUJVQN¥“S ARCHIVE arlyie, B.00pm at " The George’,

Pormemibe

s
%
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-
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L 30pm at the Angel
Jﬂ 3978, (TwWA

REGENT’G CanaL WALK ~ Isli ﬁg:qi to Mile BEnd. Meet a
ﬂdﬁrurnuri concessions. Tel: O71-

(from the USA), on RAF

. Puriey W L,Jyd . Tel:
THE PERIWINKLE WATERMILL MUSELM PROJECT. in Satfery, 7.45om at the

wisham, SEL3. (LLHS)

Methodist huvch, Albion Way, |

REGENT’ B CHNAL WQLk, Paddington to Camden. See Fab.

INDUSTRIAL ARCHAECLOGY COACH VISIT TO THE HOME COUNTIES. Cost £12
Waterloo and 8t. Pancras. Booking form from  SBylvia Tyler, Centre for
Continuing Education, City University, ECIV OHB. Tel: 071-477 B268.




Apr. b THE ARCHAEDLOG
_Tues. Hawkstons Hall,

LOMDON, ~ bus Milne, at 7.3@pm at
kKennington Rd, London SE. (BLAS)

,_

and C. Brocks, Main Lecture
S 4Dom.  (Newcomen Sociaty)

Apr. 18 REGENT'E CANAL WALK.
2

- Fhilip Lynch,
and state if vou need

transport or

Apr. 22 BEEBUILDING OF Crilley, 7.30om at the Latimer

Thurs. Congregaticnal Ermest 5t, (ELHS)

Amr. 25 HISTORY OF S0UTH LONDON'S WATER AND SEWAGE. - Brian Bloice, .qum

Sun. p”ﬁh&jﬁu at S.00pm by the f@ﬁkhﬁm Socisty AEM, St. John's Church Vastry,
Goose Grean,

Aor. 290 DO YOU BREALLY WANT A MUSELM 7 — 7o Brooks, 7.45pm, St. Lauwrence Church,

Thurs. Cat+ord, EBEA. fL&HH

Dovian Gerhold, 7.30pm at Hawkstons Hall,

nington Rd, 8E. ’ZLAQ)

May 15 NOENGLAND REGIONAL 1A CONFERENCE) on:

Sat. Fen Lighter P"Djec £, and u%ﬂb; dg Breweries. [+ s0 visits
{(Pzro + Motor), eddars Lane FPumnping Station. and a tow of
in Cambridge. ER 35 members WEILDmH. S4E to Mrs Brends

I
aylior, Crown Housea, Horsham, St. Faith’s, Norwich.
May 27 THE 8 P“ UF DEPTFORD POWER STATION - Roy Bowne, 7.43pm at St. Lawence
Thurs. o ord, SE6. (Lewisham LHS)

SUMMER_COURSES

Tuesday Z7th Hps il:  an introduc ; 1 at Dity Uﬁ*v,-s tv. for o a proqramm5'0§
nine IA train = i ey London on Tuesday eveninos. at 56.30pa

University afternoon introductary 1A walks

ore ambitious evening set above.

Tussday lst June: the First of
starting at 1.30 {

For details of both +or Continuing Education,
:
G

City University

WeEA Industrial Hr“hamsimq,k slking tours around Grester London

this summer. E o : Cowrt, : - Surbiton,

Lrrey, KTé &HX, tel:

CROSENESS ENGINES TRUST

There will be visitors® days for groups w1¢h1nm CDHHur ours of the beam engine’s
1 LO0pm on: Sundays - Feb.

restoration. Tows, £1.30 per person, begin ac 3Ca '
4, Mar. 14, April 11 and May % and Tuesdays — FED, 23, Mar. 23, April 20, and May
18. Further information from Michasl Dunmow tel: 081303 &67Z2Z.

MUSEUMS

THE ROG CHODL N:SCU%, C erfield Road, Bow, EX is staging an exhibition, “O&F
the Peg Clothing” ., wm iatah! Fig 1 Aon with the London Mussum o% Jewlisn
Life, fe ring the da of the J . clothing industry.

THE LON ‘ﬁiﬁL MUSELM will be closed from 13th to 23rd February whilst the Ics
Fits be e floor of the museun are further ercavated, A holiday exhibition is

on urti the rnd of January.

(.

L



THE LONDON TRANS
rﬂ%u»ﬁlshw mh. Hurry

7th until December, for high tech
al museun before it is too 1

MUSEUM OF LONDON. March will be on London™s

L
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WIS ""“g"‘r,l (W

will be

velr
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a0 Morris of London Museun®™s Educatio

Mern® at the Engine Rotherhithe.

went Newslette
-

e Chairman of

oBD. Tel: 081

The Re—opening D% 29-31. Tel: David Chesterton 071-515 4744 for
detalls.
Canal Boat
Hrumsl Tunn

Canals 200:

anal. BEvents

o Museumn, bEaster to

Tc tober. ﬁor
e e .

- dwards Museum.
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8t Mark Waters for
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= bEEen o
s 1ts

ThE
with numercus exte
nineteen ssvent \ » its name o the T
Society and wi l e the period From b, The Victorian 8@c1ety deais

period from 1 g : ' i { July 1992} di.cuuaeﬁ the
change of tit

of the socisty.
BOB ;%RH
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Znd Jure,

is open to
4.
i
\ . Conference will be held in Ambleside, Cumbria, mber 10-12, with
a supplementary pr hu ~AMmmE GLIAS is liated Society
. . o

to Chris Irwin,

JQ=f

1 ilbury Riverside raillway
stati o many GLIAS members. With
littl; in the way o 3 bank the ferry to Gravessnd
which has been in ¢ For Fovears will e threaternsd.

iich Arsenal

railway station were

attempt at retention. The desigrns for the
Ooademy Summar Exhibition. were a second
relected. The e hlbguud DIrOEG 51 are

hv British Fail Architectuwe and Design

B ﬁail, With privatisation

The Ptreetulevel buildings
demolished rapidliy wi T
ﬁtaglsr exhibi

i}

o
l_v_r_i“

ainstrean Briti
a separate Concer.

up - oan outfit somewhat mtsrart +om
ikely, the F”"up might mtually be sold o

At the former Cubow’s shipyvard now operated by Downtown Marine (NL 141) on the scuth
bark of the Thamss just uhwvwvax From the Woolwich Ferry, repair work still appears
to e in progress. north bank at Tate & Lyle's Thames Refinery

i
L
building o with a iar

iqnt being in ta}leﬁ A1l this

=g
work looks very expensive indica b lv intend to stay on the site.
1

Real ocean—going ships continue adj ﬂCQHF detty. These are gensrally
sta d ross and are chartered foreiogn—+lag

andard bulk carviers of Thjut
= irng unloading at Silvertown.

oF
—~
e
i
ot
£
Q
s
z
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The HPW East Cr(VdDﬁ

rmed by railway 1in
work is well under way

R

SELCHPY . Brighton trail
I+ yvou travel this way look out +For
i i si train facing the
is a joint venture by the London

e sides of which

south ngt. I
the buildzng work in +rom the left hand oi
direction of travel.

Boroughs of Lewisham, Southwark and

the well-krnown Roundhouse (NL140) i

7‘tctian, the building is no

halk Farm Road which excludes people

DUﬁthU se =till emphty?”

i | the nrasent poor state of the UK
not hard to Find.

ri' 0

open to the public
gratfiti reads : Th‘
Considering the rac

property and development o
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In the London Borough of Brent, work is starting on the replacement of the canal
agueduct over the North Circular Road near Stonebridge Park. Built of ferro-concret
in the ifgwc the agueduct carries the lock—frees branch of the Grand Junction Canal
from Bulls Bridge to Paddington Basin (MNLé as the Faddington Arm the canal
was originally constructed through the

Hoover Factory, now the Hoover Buillding (NL139), Tesco’s

Next door
Emdy’ open Fr); 53{.":”:«1 e

are alr

The West London
north and south o
Channael Tunnel
Junction, immediatel

Oak Common. The Latt‘rgga
arches across the river es
Bertram (GWR) is something o
being remedied for the extra

Wormwood Scrubs which links London
‘“H “ngt"‘réeﬁ Fmr use By
¥
JLe

=ide the Eéw@_ ebtern main ]1mm near Old
of the early 1860s, five wrought iron
=pan, by William Baker (LNWR) and T. H.
tructure and its recent poor condition is

At the Musical Mussum, anisation of the paper music roll
collection is nearing _umpla ; onditions had been causing
considerable concern and 2 suitable part of the museun has besn wallad off and
converted into a storage room with con 1 humidity. Sien“4ng, cateloguing and
inventory work contin 2l Museun to purpose bullt
oremises is 11Amm@nw; thei& property and
development market.

owing te the dreadful

Nearby at t v the First boiler house
dating +rom funded Jointly by

English Herit and Lh@ NATlnruL
umugual trusse d raftter roof
support by cast iron pillars

The interesting and
of wrought iron +lats with
rnformation tel: 081-568 47357,

e

At Dock Road, Brentford. the ! i oworks of E. C. Jomea & Son is veported to
be in receivership and work thare This was one of the very last examples

of a working vard up river.

REFPORT ON VISIT TO BECKTON

ATMENT WORKS

L)

Except for occasional open days, I do not recall a previous GLIAS tour of a sewage
works. Our guide, M. Pat O"Reagan of Thames Water Utilities Ltd, amply remedied

this omission when & group of ouwr members visited Beckton on 24th October.
el
saoh Bazalgette s Novtharn Oubfs 0l in 1Ha8, 1t discharged
raw sawage into the Thames on the ebb tide, arks. Only after 1887 were
the solids settled out as sludge, with the aid D+ chemirai precipitation. This

a
untreated sludge was loaded onto ships and dumpad at sea. The immense volume to be
handied defied any treatment of the liguid effluent until the 1930s, when the
agration process w applied. One of the large paddlie wheels 1nctallad to asrate the

sewage at that Lime is preserved on a2 plinth at the site entrance.

The original asration plant had inadeguate capacity. In the 1950s, rew a
tanks were installed, fed with sir through pipes and diffusers laid on the bed, and
in 1975 this Jlami was doubled in size. Also in the 1950s, anaercbic digestion tanks

T
were bullt to trest the sludge. ths methane gererated by this process helping to
drive gas turbiﬂes in the powsr house.

Whareas, until the 1950s, the efflusnt s Righly polliuting and used up all the
oxygen in the Fiver, with modern E'Flwmw+ *VeaLMP“t the river retains 30% dissoclved
oxygen under the worst CLﬁdlbluWH 5L t for migrato Vy fish such as salmon to

urqan1 naterizal and bacteria, but
LR

pass. The discharged sffluent s
at a level which is considered




After an introductory talk, o4 where the sewage enters Beckton along
the Northern Outfall Sewer o sewars 9 feet in diamstar QHCLGSad in an
embankment high asbove the +ormer marshes. From this vantage point we had a good view
of the gas—holt etort houses f «ton Bas—works. Ql o here is an
assemblage of _’zafaﬁ by the Grester London Council to test the
long—term wes cimens in an Tindustrial’ atmosphere. The
incoming sewage 0 6 parallel Detritus Channels, whare grit
settles ocut and &d on adjacent land. Each has huge cast-iron
nenstock gates to GdlC cisaning by scraping machines. Then
to the & scresens in toothad sorapers on sprocket chains
remove the Floating iz Flows rapid tong open fFlunes, stirred
with air bubbles to keep them :lear of =i ' fhw Frimary Bettlement Tanks.
We visited the 1970s plart, having 8 pars gach 259 feet long, 130 feet
wide and 11 fest d which the sewage - : re to pass through, while
70% of the suspended sclids settle out as sludge. Saraper blades on rail—-mounted
gantries take an how to move from end to end, pushing the deposited sludge towards
submerged outlet hopp

Lﬂ &

ct @

2R,

The settled sewage co

g
seathing with air bubb

tinues slowly throug sration Tanks, some 18 acres
les. One of the diffusers had become damaged before ouwr visit,

creating 3 Epgcte wlar “hlow® of escaping air. The organic matter is broken down by
agrobic bactaria, and after & hours here the sewage passes to the Fipal Settlement

Tanks. These are placid ponds, each 113 fest in diameter, discharging over weirs
around the circumference. & submerced scraper moves round almost imperceptibly,
cantilevered from a frame at the centre of the tank. “Activated” sludge from here,
rich in the bacteria that break down the sewage, is fed back to the azration tanks.

Mext we visited the Monitor House
monitors, in an elaborate S—side
bulky computer eguipment. A pa
a wainstorm. Beckton receivss th
London and, becauss of
area of 100 sguare miles exte
weather flow is about 200 m1} ion gallons per
2ll plant is available, is &00 m.g.d. Heyvond
ovarflow into the rivers, before it reaches

2y man watches VDU displays and TV

igned probably 20 years ago for much more
errn is the increassd fFlow in the event of
more than 2 million people in North

= H*Qm most of the rainfall upon an

d Highgate to Barking. The dry

while the maximum capacity, if
storm water must be allowed to

1,..:

A visit to the Power House followed. Uesigned to architectural effect by the London
County Council, with concrete shell roofs and three circular brick exhaust stacks,

it was opened in 1959. The plant has recentiy been renewed. Two Ruston gas twbines
driving 4 MY alternat re entirely encased in sound insulation, finished with red

=y

painted shest met
Thers are two smaller
turbine generator w

drivlﬁﬂ aily compressors are similarly encased.
tors of ot 1949, £ waste —heat steam

N

Next we saw the Qludqe Digestors, 22 frea standing concrete tanks BO fest in
diameter and 33 fes hiqh, Maintained 0 by hot water from the powsr house, the
sludpe is digested be 2 by anagrohic hacteria for 4 weeks, destroying 99% of the

ioxide and methane. After thickening in two 10—foot
doe 1s punped to Storage Tarks. 18 fest desp with
top, and then to Sludge Boats berthed at the jetty,
oulness. The Europsan Community reguires maring
ill prabale be dewatered by
large for disposal on land.

pathogens and gener
high centrifuges, the sl
grass growing deceptively on the
which sail to Barrow Desp beyvond
dumping to cease by 1998, and thereafter the sludge w

centrifuge and then 1nc1nerated$ as the volums is tmc

.

The digestion tanks will then be obsolete.

Nearby we glimpsed the former single storey sludge pumping station of circa 1890,
with its ornately topped chimney, and the associat i ] steel orage tanks,
standing above ground, all now derelict and fenced of+. Our last stDp was to view
the effluent flowing into the Thames, with fine views of Barki : ]
Barking Creek Flood Barrier, to complete a memorable morning.

MALCOLM TUCKER



A VISIT TO THE ROVAL GUNPOWDER MILLS AT WALTHAM ABBEY

was ot the time), just a pleasant
walk round the works., The sif £ islands in the River Lea. e
walked round the northern end of which carried most of the
buildings. It was a little over a mi long, ol between 300 and 400 yards wide. The
southern part, by the wek siand, but studded with trees
and several ranges of buildings. b 0 owas the boiler house, & lofty
ome with 3 bays. This struck me dugtrial bodler house, and I
wondered 14 it had contained tall w Hehind it was the water towar,
marked on at cumulator towsr. There was nothing to stop the
building ful

This was not a recording mesting

on

olan as an

. of mostly one—s

m@at orominent were the incgrpmrstimg millg, Thase each compr all

engine house, flanked by 2 or 4 compartments in a row. Each had held {(in the days of

gunpowder) a mill, a pair of granite dge~ruﬂner& drivan by an underfloor shaft from

the engine. More recently, these were converted for the manutacture of i
Firally, for research space

il

At the end of this Vaﬁga, WS DA S : ation, like a mini ilway
halt., It had 2 covered platform. Ccmplete with railway stvie lancing on the edge,
which loocksd rather “”DﬁjibUr” to me. There was ne indication of how the boats were
driven or towed. It - Lee” which, canalised, wound through the
site. This was part of 3 canal systems that had served the establishment, though the
harges, with semi—circular wooden covers reminiscent of the ones on "Wild West’
wagons, and used for transport of the powder, guietly rotted away in the silted-up
canals. BEven so, enough raenains for recording to be fully nossible.

vVa

]

od on T The O

The next landmark was the 1877 Fress House. Here, there was a small hydraulic press,
supplied by pumps driven by 2 cast—iron—framed waterwhesl. The fall wa )

it was estimated that it was sither undershot, or at most, & low breast whee
was all rather dilapidated.

1

By now, we ware well into the dense woods that cover the northern part of ths
island. This held, I estimated, several dozen structures of one sort and purpose and
another. They were spaced out so that a "Blow’ in one would not affect the rest.

Tl
Some were surrounded by earth banks, some had lost thelr roof. Many bore Victorian

{

dates in their gables, but I was sure that excavation of the many hummocks would
reveal evidence of the much earlier history. Une sighting was of a litulﬂ buffer

stop, poking up out of the greerery (we had been looking for the railway)
"Excavation” with the toss of shoss revealed 4 or © fast tha ﬂn&@w&ztemaivg
system, guickly measured as of 18 inch gauge. It was presumably, worked by men or
ponies.

chargas undsyr
mada a U~tufm

We moved on, pas blmu Newton’ s Pond, used for the
test. 4 hole blown i i ] Tim
south, and followead 31k way bhack, voughly
Horsemill Stream’, the NWRL ~n boundary of the island. We p,
the demolishad Tetryl works, tetter knuwh as C.E. for Composi
a detonator booster in weapons. Near the end of ow walk, we
century mills, the mixing house that went with them, and the
incorporating mill. Finally, we admired & reat little bridge
1832, And so ended our two and a half houwr visit.

To just LOOK at the site closely, for fun, would take weeks, and I found it rather
tantalizing. I should like to thank Mrs. June Gibson for arranging the visit, and
especially Mr. R. Dane, ocur friendly and very knowledgsable guide.

\rlnd igla “used as
the site of 18th
T

irrm, dated

JOHN FARKER

[38]
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THE ROYAL SMALL ARMS FACTORY — ENFIELD

Five GLIAS members spent a vary wet fouwr hows on November Fth locking round the F0

acre site which lies Alomq51dm the River Lea. The factory is best known as the homne
of the Lee-Enfield rifle it commenced manufacturing in 1820 and finished in 1988
when the bovernmant Seld 1t Lo BAE who have since removed all plant and machinery.
There are many buildings, all empty, some in good condition, others rnear derelict.

A major feastwe of the site is a Filled-in water—cowss which runs from the River
Lea in the rnorth to the southern end. In 1820 it was a mill-stream which drove two
mills near what is now the main guadrangle. The roducad 48 hp and powered turning
and grinding machines; thay remained in u 40 years. Subseguently the

i

arminate what became a canal.

stream ocutlet was blocked and a basin const

The ”Ldeg.glp with the basin, n
sit and has laroge brick buildi
+hm mﬁderrlhotiom of the factory
installed. The factory had an 18
Gunpowder Factory at Waltham Abbey. DJQO a
Great Eastern system at Brimsdown. & telpher
two storehouses

sed over, 1s the core of the

ese were constructed during
American mass—production machinery was

allway which extended north to the

ndard gauge line which ran to the

over the canal and connected

i

had a fearsome security fence +itted
f cornar past a group of ten

s with semi-—ci -~ vyoofing and on to one of the rifle

11 around 207 high which
structwe in front. This was
Nearby, a tunnel rooted
~ing in still air.

We passsd over the Laa
with a strain-se
concrete munition St
butts. This had an 1mpmszﬁg red-brick
demeaned by a small open-ended modevm
sand=fill=ad and probably used for testing heavy weapons

building <l3” nuigh and 300 vds long would have allowsed te

2 buildings. thet on the west

Yy

Then to the guadrangle with two nota in yvallow
brick with Georgian sash bl)dDNb and elegant fan- 1Jghﬁ5u In front is a row ot
ligted decorated iron "sC Shop on the north is the most important
building on site, it is 'eiimm~br1un frontage with a prominent

4

| R

stringoourse decorated ianate bell-towsr with
clock and ornate weathervans. i = ) > o the E*DD was one of
size, then of the multiplicity of pillars which support the novth-light roof. The

shop has 200 ft sides and Dlll@V" are spacad +t intervals. Thpse are made of

J. — Board of Ordnance and
was reported in

cast—iron with an octagonal sec
broad arrow. It was not too di
1880 when there were BO0 machines
production of 3,000 rifles. To the
the Press Shop which ococupied the
Smithy.

i 2 peak weekly
t visited by us, was
Shop, Barrel room and

Boing north beside the canal-course i
S*ﬁck’nu Shop and on pagh the Power b : an "'ay Ho:
oross a ftenced-off track. Here we found +; L lways, an 18 inch gaugz

turntah = and lemguna of track, also some 14 wtaﬂﬂ«r uge. Nearby was a single
storey bullding wit: an DVBVﬂEad gantry extending outside to a loading deck which
sepemad Lo have besn used for some Find wess, possibly impregrnation of wood.
still further north we found the near remainder of what was once a group of
SLock SBtores mnich had nearby a Store. There are four two-storsy

*

W

Much of the ares is ove and some buildings have been reduced to a single
storey. We could see remnants of the iron bridges which once connected the

two-storey buildings at first floor level.

tests in 1812 showed an 11 foot drop and encugh water to power the mills. On the
opposite bank we saw the concrete-dammed entrance to what was the mill-stream.

Fimally, through wet undergrowth to the river at Tumbling Bay and Newmans Weir where
4o

7



This concluded our walk, full of int » Tor which thanks are due to Jure Gibson,
who arvanged it. to Trafalgar Hmuge Jhe owad it, and their Mr. Vaughan, who

showed us round. As a post-—script is to be redeveloped for housing,

industry and amenity. The canal and basin ara to be reinstated for boating and the

two main quadrangle buildings retained. The si will be called "Enfield Island’
L. B. MUNDaY

ALAN PEARSALL™S WALK

Maritime Museu

ng

Alan Pearsall. now
Greenwich, took a g
waterside. The weat

1 i
c the Deot Fz d and Gresrwich
aﬁﬁ drizzly, but mevar% 919 averybody

& walk al

._aD

enjoyed themselves. SO the l1&th
centuwy. Over the mo v buildir we ..f @ 2 shape of the shipbuilding

shads of the [1840s
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We +ollowed the streets of 0ld Deptford which lay between the Dockyard Wall and
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and than the London Power Company’s
1880s with subseguent additions and

station in the world. OFF utCWB e WA
previously the Patent Fusl

Next is the site Company’s repair vard. Barlier it
had been ownsd it had been the East India

Company’s stores

szaed Deptford Creek by a bridge,
First built about n 19 thb presemt b

dogs was
reopened in 1954,

Deptforg side, the f
early 19th Cen;ury.
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in osiars 1d manket gardens in the

We looked at Dowsll's wh in Norway sty S
the site of the South Metropolitan Gas (

Fhoanix Gas Company in 1824, This was, unti mm+iv,
wharF. Next cams Dresdrnought Wharf which had been J. LG Rennie™s Iron bhlpbﬂllleﬁ
Yard, 1863-1915. It was later owned by the Lbury Contracting and Dredging Company
until the 1970s. Offices and sheds survive. Dreadrought Wharf takes its name from
the Beaman’s Hospital Ship which lay off here. it was also the site of a horse
ferry, began about IB13, and triefly in th? 1H90s was a steam rerry wich special
vehiculayr ramps which o

an be ssen at low

)...u

Evervhody was very grateful for Alan for teking us round in such vile weather, and
it is hoped that we can do the walk again in more favourable conditions.
MARY MILLE
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DISCOVERIES AND INMVENTIONS ~ From the British Library, a rnew series, this is an
exciting line taking a lively and informative look at the history of science and
technology. Already available are: Machines in the Home, Early Flying Machines, The

Industrial Revolution, and Timekeeping. Planned in 1993 are: Early Railways,

Machines in the OfFice, Home Enter fa nment and E v Cars. Price £4.95 sach, post
i Fublications 8ales Units, Boston Spa,

free in UK from: The British
Wetherby, West Yorkshire, LS
WALKERS GUIDE TO THE NEW RIVER. New River Action Group. Revised edition. Apply to
GLIAS Booksales.

BILL FIRTH

TBEXLEY DENEHOLES® by R.F. Le Gear. Pub. by Bexley Libraries and Museums, Price £2.
From The Local Btudies Librarian, Hall Place, Bowrne Rd, behieyﬁ Kent, DA 1PQ.
Deneholes were written about in 1570 by William Lombarde. Many theories about
densholes have been put forward from Druid Temples to Flint mines, but their DU POSEe
is more prosaic. Chalk was excavated from them to lighten and rmﬁdev less acid the

local soil. This booklet of 35 pages is well written and illustrated, with line
drawings and plates and is an excellent read. EDITOR

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

From Bill McNair, who writes :
I refer to the guery raised by Bob Carr in his rotes on the demolition of Deptford
Power Station (GLIAS Newsletter No. 139).

Because of my interest in ths history of electric cable marufactwe in the London
ares pre-1900, I tried to find what kind of pumps had been installed at Deptford
East, if in fact they weare of the type used in "Operation Pluto’.

] 7t |

2

M

The first petrol pumped through a long sea line of “HBIS® cable took place on 4th
April 1943 when pumps at Gueens Dock, Swanses., deliverad large amounts to Watermouth
Bay near Ilfracombe. The original design presswe was 7501b/sg.in. later upped to
300. By late 1943 two types of pumps were being ordered for °Operation Pluto™— (1)
Diesel driven, reciprocating pumps with a Lapdfltv of 180 tons petrol psr day sach,
and (2) electrically driven centrifugal pumps of 1100 tons per day, which helped
reduce the number of operating and maintenance staff required.

I found nothing else on record to indicate the fate of these oumps when the war
ended and petrol deliveries to France were no longer reguired to satisty the demand
for 1,000,000 gallons per day (Dungeress to Boulogne). Perhaps the answer to Bob
Carr’s question lies in the backyard of some enterprising scrap dealer.

Refterence sources: Faper read by A.C.Hartley before the Royal Society of Arts, 14
November 1945, and "Histery of Deptford Power Station’ by K.J.Williams, IEE Review,
February 1991.

And from Saskia Hallam and Keith Dickason

Would a member like to borrow the maps and guide books we have recently collscted?
We have just retuwned from a marvellous holiday in California. We bought thires or
fouwr guidebooks with an historic bias and a bundle of *Rand MchNally™ maps in orde
to track cown as much Industrial Archasnlogy as possible.

I+ anyore is galnu to California in the near future thay are welcome to borvow tham.
We found route planning guite di ”1CL 1t to begin with without the information. Orne
of the areas we went to was the "Gold CQUdtrv where gold was discovered in 749 and
where there is a2 lot to ses. Clemse ring Saskia on 071-50982 2804 {evenings).

APRIL NEWSLETTER

Please note that items intended for inclusion in the April Newsletter should reach

the Newsletter Editor by March Bth, i+ possible.
12
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Income 1992-93 19891-92

Individual Subscriptions
Family Subscriptions
Group Mnbgwr"wfjona
DFP“S1{ ﬂuﬂﬁ f 1 4“%t
Publication talc
Miscellaneous

Tips

Increase in Stock

Newsletter

Postage & Secretarial
Publications

Journal

A.G.M.

Insurance

Publicity.

L@LLUIGQ

Trips

Miscellaneous

Plus Last Ysar's Subs
Less Next Year's Subs
Less Cash in Hand Banked

Balance at 1zt April '9
Surplus 1992 — 1893

Balance at 3lst March 9.

STOCK

Cost Value 1st April '9Z

Cost Value 3lst March '@

Increase in Value
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GLIAS Accounts—1992 - 1993 Page
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Assets

]
i

Cash at Bank 5069 4917

Publications & Stocks at Cost 2919 2297

Sundry Debtors 31

Cash in Hand 127 76
8146 7250

Liabilities

Gensral Fund 5043
Subs. in Advancs 18
Unpresented Chegues 85
8146 7250

Treasurer's Report

This vyear has

5 publications stock which
hag been refle

3
cT

The activities
increase in the

production are set to

Member ship income remained steady and we fa
ed o«

has
the financial security to meet our projected

D.H.W. Hayton (Treasurer)

D.P. SBmith (Chairman)

Auditor's Report

I have examined the Accounts and Financial Records of the Sccielty and
have received all the information and tﬁplanaﬁimng that I consider
necessary.

In my cpinion, the Accou give a true and fair view of the Society’'s
financial affairs as at : March 1993 and of its. income and

axpenditure during the vear ended at that date

Paul Verrall (Auditor)
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MINUTES OF THE 25TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF GLI
Held at the Science Museum, Exhibition Road, Londo
commencing at 2.30 p.m.

n BW7 on Satwday ist May 1993,

The Chairman officially operned the meﬁ%iﬁg and immediately adjourned it so that the
Annual Lecture, "Engineering Britain’s Heritage", by Geoff Wallis could be given
first because Mr Wallis had to leave to at Family wedding. AL ths end of the
lecture a vote of thanks was proposed by David Perrett and carvied with acclamation.

The AGM was reconvened at 4 p.m.
The chairman welcomed about 45 members to the meeting.

l.Apologies for Absence were received from Mary Mills, John King, June Stubbs and
Len Falkson.

2.Minutes of the 24th Arnrual General Mesting had been distributed to members with
the Newsletter. Approval was proposed by Peter 3kilton, seconded by John Parker and
carried mEm Con.

ZAppointment of Auditor.
Paul Verrall was proposad by Tim Smith, seconded by Jobhn Parker and carvied nem con.

4.Hon. Treasuwrar’s Repovt. i s
Audited accounts for 1992-93 had been distributed to members. The Hon Traasurer
presented his report. Membership income had remained steady and the society faced
the coming year with the financial security reguired to meet its projected
commitments. There had been a reorganisation of stocks of publications which was
reflected in increased sales. The activities of publication production and sales
were set to increase in the coming vesar.

Roger Morgan asked about bank charges, the treasurer replied that the bark waived
bank charges to a charity and paid interest gross.

The adoption of the Hon Treasuwer’s Report and Accounts was proposed by Peter
Bkilton, seconded by Charles Norvie and carvied nem con.

S5.Chairman’®s Report
In a reference to the society’s Silver Jubllse the chairman recs
sorlety had been formad on lst Decembsr 1968 in the same lectwre
programne on that occasion was outlined.

1993 was an auspicious vear. It had been designated Industri &
English Tourist Board with whom GLIAS was cooperating on walks and other events. 1t
was also the 130th anniversary of the birth of Marc Brurnel.

For GLIAS celebration theres would be a special 25th annivaeraary publicat
outlining some of the IA changes in London in the last 25 years, a c&mmenoratlvm

dinner at University College, London on Sriddy Z9th October and an TExtravaganza® of
words and music with an industrial thems in the Emma Cons Hall at Morley Colliege on

Fth October.

£

Twning to the year’s work — the committes had worked smoothly throughout the year.
Committes members were also members of chev bodies, the AIA, SERIAD and the
Kirkaldy Teating Musewn were mpnulmned s was the appointment of Danny Havton as Hon
Treasurer of the Newcomen Society and th@ chalirman himself as a Vice President.
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GREATER LONDON INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY SOCIETY

GCLIAS

INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY LECTURES .............. Winter 1992-93

THE FORGOTTEN WORKFORCE: Women in the Gas Industry .. October 21st 1992

Jane Ponds
1992 is the bicentenary of the first use of Gas Lighting by William Murdock - an event almost
entirely overlooked! So this lecture based on Jane’s thesis is the GLIAS contribution to the
missing celebrations

WHAT'S LEFT OF LONDON’S DOCKLAND HERITAGE ......... November 18th 1992

Dr Bob Carr
Whilst the demolition of buildings in Docklands has been large scale. Many civil engineering
features such as docks, locks and dry docks remain. This survey will cover the River from
Thamesmead to Brentford.

ENGLISH HERITAGE and LONDON'S INDUSTRIAL HERI TAGE .. January 20th 1993

Paul Calvocoressi
English Heritage’s London Division is responsible for Historic Building works in the Capital. Paul
Calvocoressiis English Heritage’s South London officer will a special interest in Industrial Buildings
and their re-use.

BRUNEL'S TUNNEL The first 150 YEaIS . .l . February 17th 1993

Bob Barnes v
Another anniversary - Brunel’s tunnel from Wapping to Rotherhithe opened on 25th March 1843
This lecture in conjunction with the Brunel Exhibition Rotherhithe celebrations will tell the story
of it construction, re-use and its present life as LT’s East London Line.

THE GREAT EASTERN RAILWA YiloNpon ... . ... March 17th 1993
Terry Turbin
Terry Turbin, from the North Woolwich Railway Museum housed in the 1854 GER. Station

buildings will discuss the history of this London Railway Company, its archaeology in the East End
and describe the activities of the Museum.

ADMISSION FREE ......... ALL WELCOME

VENUE .... LECTURE THEATRE 3 (Ground Floor)
NEW SCIENCE BLOCI
MEDICAL COLLEGE OF ST BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL,
CHARTERHOUSE SQUARE,
LONDON E.C.1

TivE. 6.30 pm. Stations: Barbican, St Pauls (LT) Farringdon (LT and BR)

For further information contact David Perrett tel. 081-692-8512
These lectures are open to all whether members or not. GLIAS, an educational charity, aims to encourage interest in London’s Industrial
Heritage not only through these lectures but through visits, a bimonthly newsletter, site recording, research and publications. For further
details and a sample newsletter write to...The Membership Secretary, 31, The High St, Farnborough Village, Orpington, Kent BR6 7BQ.



