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DIARY DATES
BLIAS EVENTS

WHEN WAt

Feb. 3 GLIAS RECORDING GROUP MEETING. To be held at the Brurmel Engire House,

Mor. Tunnel Rd, Rotherhithe, S.E.16. 6.30pm. All are welcome. (1 min. from rear
of Rotherhithe Tube Stn.)

Feb. 19 GLIAC WINTER LECTURE : THE ARCHAEDL OGY OF COMPUTING.,

Wed. This lecture will be given by Darmny Haviton, member of the Committes of the
Computer Cormservation Society, at 6.30 pm. in the Lecture Theatre 3 of the
Medical College of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Charterhouse Sguare, London
E.C.1. #Admnission free. All are welcoms.

Mar. 2 GLIAS RECORDING GROUJP MEETING. To be held at the Brunel Engire House,

Mon. Tunnel Rd, Rotherhithe, 8.E.14. &.30pm. All are welcome.
Mar. 18 GLIAS WINTER LECTURE : SODIAL HOEING IN LONDON.
Wed. This lecture is to be given by Briam Bloice, s South London historian with

a wide rangs oF interests, including the Streatham Silk Mill Preservation
Campaigr. At 6.30 pm. in Lectwes Theatre 3 of the Medical College of St.
Bartholomew’s MHospital, Charterhouse Sguare, London E.C.1. Admission free.

Mar. VISIT 70 THOMES TLAMNEL Meet 11.30pm at Brurmel Engire House. The anrual walk
20/21 through the Thames Tunnel, organised by the Brurel Project, after the tubes
Fri./ have stopped. The visit will end at 3.30am Zist. & charge will be made in
Sat. aid of the Brunel Project funds. Please send SAE to Nick de Salis 20,

Beloont Hill, London SE13, for fuwrther details.
Apr. 6 @148 RECORDING GROLP MEETING. To be held at Kirkaldy Testing Museum, 99,

Mo Southwark Strest, London S.E.1. 6.30pm. A1l are welcoms.
May 2 G108 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. Full details will be published in the next
Sat. Newsletter. Nominations for the Committee, properly proposed and seconded,

with the nominee’s agreement, or notice of any proposals, also properly
proposad and seconded, should be sent to the Hon. Sec. (address at top of
this page) as soon as possibls.

March PROPOSED GLIAS VISIT - to the archives of the Guinness Brewsry, Park Rov-’
on a Wedresday or Thursdasy atternoon. If you are interested, pleass .end a
lst class SAE to Bob Carr, 127 Queen’s Drive, London N4 2BB, mentioning any
particuler archives vou would hope to see, so that material can be got out
beforahand. ;
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DIARY DATES (Cont’dh OTHER EVENTS

WHEN WHAT

Feb. 3 BIR JOHN FOWMER : VIOTORIAN ENGINEER. A lecture, to be given by Michael

Mon. Chrimas at the Institute of Civil Engireers, 1 Great George Street, S.W.1.
at 6.30 pm. Entrarnce fee £4. {(Victorian Society)

Feb. 4 THE MJSELM IN DOCKLANDS. A talk, to be given by Chris Ellmers of the Museum

Tues. of London, at 7.30 pm. at Hawkestons Hall, Lambsth North end of Kennington
Road. (Southwark & Lambeth Archasological Society)

Feb. 3 DIGGING UP THE PAST. A talk by Chris Baker, on the work of Dartford and

Wed. District Archaeological Group, to be given at 8.00 pm. at Bromley Museum,
Church Hill, Orpington, BR6 OHH. Tel : 0689 873826 for details. (Orpington
Archaseclogicel Socisty). -

Feb. 10 RICHARD TURNER : VICTORIAN ENGINEER. A lecture, to be given by Dr. Edward

Mon. Diestelkamp, at the Institution of Civil Engiresrs, | Great George 5t,
B.W.1. at 6.30 pm. Fes £4. (The Victorian Society)

Feb. 12 HOMEWORKING IN THE EAST END C1OTHING INDUSTRY. A talk to be given by Alison

Wed, Kaye at 7.00 pm. at the Ragged School Museum, 4648 Copperfield Road,
London E.3. 4RR. For details tel : 081-980 6405. (Ragged School Museum)

Feb. 12 TELEPHONE TECHNOLOGY IN BRITAIN 1900-1940, A talk, to be given by Dr. J.S.

Wead, Foremam-Peck at the Science Mussum, South Kensington, S.W.7. 2DD, at 5,43
pm.  {(Newcomen Society)

Feb. 13 BRITISH FISHING : The Spread of Trawling across the North Sea grounds,

Thurs. 1800-1890. A seminar, to be givern by Dr. Rob Robinson at 5.15 pm. at
King’s College, The Strand, London W.C.2. Further information from
Leicester Univaersity, tel 1 0533 S22582. (24 hours)

Feb. 17 FEOX AND HENDERSON : VICTORIAN ENGINEERS, A lecturs, to be given by Robert

Maon. Thorrme, at the Institution of Civil Enginesrs, 1 Great George Street,
8.W.1. Entrarnce fes £4, )

Feb. 19 GPITALFIELDS. A talk, to be given by David Webb at the "Empress of

Weadd. Russia®, St. John 8t, E.C.1. at 8.00 pm. Nomr-members £1. Concessions 30p.
For further irformation tel : 071-833 1541, (Islington Archasology and
History Scociety).

Feb. 24 1. K. BRUNEL : VICTORIAN ENGINEER. A lecture, to be given by Frank Newly at

Mon. the Institution of Civil Engineers, | Great George St, S.W.1. at &.30 pm.
Fee £4. (The Victorian Society)

Feb. 25 ROTHERHITHE HERITAGE MJSEUM. Ron Goode will give a talk on the Museum, and

Tues. there will be a showing of a video of Peek Frean’s Biscuit Factory. The
meeting is at 7.30 pm. sharp at the Heritage Museum, Lavender Dock
Pumphouse, Lavendsr Road, S.E.14. For details tel : 071-231 2974, Thers
will be a charge of {1 entrance fee. (LDDC and Goldsmith’s College)

Feb. 27 FORESTS AND SEA POWER: The Navy’s Search for Timber in Adriatic and Russian

Thurs. Waters : 1802-13. A seminar, to be given by Dr. P. Crimmin at 5.15 pm. at
King's College, The Strand, London W.C.2. Further information from
Leicester University, tel : 0533 522582, (24 hows)

Mar. 1 MJCK_AND MYSTERY. Combined visit to Rye House Gatehouse and tour of Rye

Sun. Meads Sewage Treatment Works. Thames Water will rot permit children under
12 years of age on the visit. Meet at Rye House Gatehouse car park, Rye
Road; Hoddesdon, Herts. at 2.00 pm. Cost £1.50 adults, Y0p concessions.
Organised by Lee Valley Park Countryside Centre, Crooked Mile, Waltham
Abbey, EN? 10X. For details tel : 0992 713838,

Mar. 3 RECENT ARCHAEDLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL RESEARCH. A presentation by varicous

Tues. speakers, at 7.30 pm. at Hawkestore Hall, Lambeth North end of Kennington
Road. (8LA) .

Mar. 11 WILLIAM TIERNEY CLARK : 1783-1852- Civil Engireer of Hammersmith.

Wed. A lecture, to be given by GLIAS Chairman Dr. Denis Smith, at the Science

Museum, Bouth Kensington, S.W.7 20D. at 5.45 pm. (Newcomen Society)



BI85 NeEwdl ETTER Mo, 135 February 1992

DIARY DATES (Cort’d)
e WHAT

e s

Mar. 11 POPLAR AND THE CORCILLORS WHO WENT TO JAIL IN 1921. An illustrated talk by

Wed. r. Gillian RFose of Gueen Mary College, at the Rageoed School Museum, 4648
Copperfield Rd, E.3 4RR. (£] arrual sembership) i

Mar. 12 THE STRATERIC THEDRY OF JOHN FISHER 1904-10: Submarires and Battlecruisers.

Thurs. A seminar, to be given by Nicholas A, Lambert at 3,15 pm. at King’s College
The Strand, London W.C.Z2. Further information from Leicester University,
tel : 0533 522882. (24 howrs)

Mar. 18 SAVING LISTED BUILDINGE IN IS INGTON. The speaker to be ammounced. This

Wesdd. talk will be at the "Empress of Russia’, Bt. John 8t, E.C.1. at 8.00 pm.
Mor-members £1. Concessions 50p. For further information tel @ O71-8H33
1341, (18430

Mar. 21 SERIOSC - At Scuthampiton University, Theme @ Berving the People, and Public

Sat. ttilities, For full details see Booking forms enclosed with this
Newsletter. :

Mar. 24 CHARLES DICKENS® RIVER THAMES. A talk, to be given by Colin Sorensen in the

Tues. Uld Dockmaster™s Hfice of the LDIC, Lowsr Road, Burrey Buays, S5.E.1é.

Admission freg. (LDOIC and Goldsmith’s College!

fpr. S CORCH VISIT 7O DIDCOT RAILWAY CENTRE (BTEAM DAY? — This will be organised

Sun. by the Tity University and will include a visit to Reading Industrial
Museum and other sites., Fee £12, picking up at Haterloo at 9.45 am. and
8t. Pancras 10.10 am. For details and booking form contact 8ylvia Tyler,
Centre for Contiruing Education, Dity University, London ECIV OHB, tel :
Q71253 4397 Ext. 3268,

Apr. 7  LONDON ARCHOEDL OGY PAST, PRESENT &MD FUTURE. A talk, to be given by Harvey

Tues. Sheldon, at Hawkéstone Hall. Lambesth North end of Kennington Rd. at 7.30
pm. (LA '

Apr. 14 PEPYS’ AND EVELYN'S SOUTH EASTY LONDON. A talk, to be given by Diana Rimel

Tuss. in the 0ld Dockmaster’s Office of the LDDC, Lower Road, Surrey Quays,
S.E. 14, Adnission fres. (LDOC and Goldsmith’s College)

Apr. 26 THE HISTORY OF TRAMS IN SOUTH EAST LONDON. A talk, to be given by Ted

Bun. Qakley at St. John’s Church, Goose Green, East Dulwich Rd, 8.E.22. This
meeting will include the Peckbam Society AEM. AR 3.00 pm.

May 20 THE HISTORY OF MOORFIELDS EVE HOBPITA.. A talk, to be given by Christire

Wed. Rudgeley at 8.00 pm. at the “Empress of Russia’, St. John 8t, EC 1.
Nommembers £1. Concessions S0p. For further information tel @ 071-833
1841,  (IAED

May Al6 PROGRAME (F FIELD VISITS IN GFFOK., At minimm cost, similar to last
26/30 yvear’s meeting in the Bristol area. fs GUIAS is an affiliated society this

Tues/Bat event is opsn to BLIAS members and thelr families. For further information
and to book & place send SAE to David Alderton, 48 Guay Strest, Halesworth,
Suffoll, IPL9 8EY. Tel : 098687 Z5343.

Jure 20 CITY INIVERSITY INDIETRIAL ARCHARDE OOY COACH VIGIT to Oxfordshire and the

Sat. the Black Country. £17. Picking up Waterloo 8.45 am. and 8t. Pancras
Z.10am. For details and booking form contact Bylvia Tyler, Centre for
Contirming BEducation, Tity University, London ECIV OHB. Tel @ 071-Z53
4399, ext. 3265. Booking deadline 27th April.

FUTURE EVENTE aND COURBES

AlA LOCA. SCDIETIES WEEKMEND ~ Ird to Sth fpril, At Ironbridge. The theme will
be® Conserving and Protecting the Industrial Heritage”. Further information from
Fam Moore, 20 Stowvale Gavdens, Chandlevs Ford, Hampshire, S5 3.

AIA CONFERENCE 1992 — 11th to 13th September, arranged by Gloucestershire
Society for Industrial Archaeplogy at the Chelterham and Gloucester College of
Higher Education. The Supplementary Programme will be from 13th to 17th September.
Further details from Miss &. Patrick, 4 Gratton Road, Cheltenham, GL30 2ZBS.

GLIAS is an affiliated society and there is a cost advantage in booking sarly.

‘T
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FLTURE EVENTE AND COLREES

WeA — INDUBTRIAL ARCHAED O6Y WALKING TOURS around Sreater London this summer on
Thursdays., A different programme each year. For informstion send 868 to Mise M.
Renshaw, Flat 8, Wyburn Court, Ewell Road, Swhbiton, Surrey, KTé &HX. For details
tel : OB1-3%0 2998,

1f TRAIN RIDES AND WALKS - Tussday 28th fApril - introductory mesting at City
University for a programme of Industrial @rchaeology train rides and walks around
Greater London on Tuesday evenings starting at 4.30 pm. For details contact Sylvia
Tyler, Centre for Contirnuing Education, City University, London ECIV OHB, or tel :
071~ 253 4399 ext. 32468.

MID-DAY 1A WALKS - On Tuesday 2nd Jure the first of six City University mid-day
industrial archasoclogy walks will take place. These introductory walks start at
1.00 pm and cover shorter distances than the more ambitious set above. For details
contact Sylvia Tvler, Centre for Contiruing Education, City University, London ECIV
OHB; tel : O71-283 4399 axt. 3268.

SOLMHAMPTON LINIVERBITY STUDY TORS
THE INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE OF NORFOLK. From Friday lst May to Monday 4th May. Depart
Southampton 09.15 am and arrive &rlington Hotel, Norwich at 18.00. Fee to include
lectures, visits and travel, and good quslity accomnodation is approx. £170.

THE INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE OF NORTH YORKSGHIRE AND HIMBERSIDE, From Sat. 1st August to
Sat. 8th’'August. Depart Southampton 09.00 and arrive University of York 18.00h.
Fee, to include lectures, travel and visits and accommodation in the University Hall
of Residence is approx. £293.
THE INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE OF THE WEST MIDLANDS.. From Fri. 25th Sept. to Sunday 27th.
Depart Scuthampton 079.15 and arrive Wheatsheat Motel, Sheldon, 18.00h. Fee again to
include lectures, travel and visits and good quality accommodation approx. £150.
For further information and to book for any of the above, write to Pam Moore, BA,
c/o Dept. of Adult Education, The University, Southampton S09 Sh.
CUDTERRSNES BRITANNITA TNTERNATIONG OOWERENCE 1997

in the Bath/Bristol area, with the
theme "Secondary Use of Underground Spece®. Total cost for the full conferernce
including accommodation, all meals and tramsport will be £164. To book, and for
further information, write to Sylvia P. Beamon M.A, Subterransa Britannica, 2 Morton
Strest, Royston, Herts., 558 787, Tel @ 0743 242120,

NOTES FROM HDB CARR

CROSENESS

On 15th November 1971 a ceremony took place at Crossress bsam engine house to
mark the commencerent of a two year probationary period during which restoration
work will be undertaken by the Crossness Engirnes Trust. IF things procesd
satisfactorily Thames Water will grant the Engires Trust a lease for a further sixty
years. The media gave good coverage to this event.

NeW MARITIME GALLERY PLAMNNED FOR GREENWICH

At the Nationel Maritime Mussum GreSrwich, substantial extensions costing £37
million are planned including a two storey gallery bereath the lawns to the North of
the 17th century Guesen’s House by Inigo Jores. It is intendsd work will take place
during 1997-9 when an excavation 50 feet deep will disfiguwrs the Museum’'s lawns. The
subterranean galleries are to house a there museum presently known as Sea Fever.
Redevelopment also includes a glass—roofed courtyard and the scheme is expected to
take about ten yvears. A 30 per cent increase in exhibition space will be effected.
Fouwr outlying buildings at present used for storage will become swplus to ;
reoid raments. Among these is the Brass Gun Foundry in Woolwich frsenal dating from
1717 and attributed to 8ir John Vanbrugh. It is listed grade ore.




GLIAS NEWSLETTER NO, 108 Fabruary 1992

CHANGES IN MORELAND STREET

At the West end of Moreland Strest E.C.1. Gordon™s have moved oub of their gin
distillery which il now smpbty and awaiting fresh uses. The still-room itself
stiretched along the North side of the strest and wes almost on the scals of a power
station. It was the leargest gin distillery in the world.

Blcohol came by rosd tarker from Wandsworth to Gordon’s where flavouring was
added ~ juniper berries, dried orange pesl, coriander seads and arcomatic herbs, and
the mixtuwre re-distillisd. Demimeralissed water was added to produce a drink with the
correct proof spirit and bottling was carvied out at Basilidon, Bin requires ro
maturation and mav be drunk immedistely. The foundsr of the Ffirm, Mr. Alexander
Gordon, from Scotland, established his distillery in 1769 in Goswell Road & few
hundred yards from the present site. These original premises were destroyed by
bombing in 1941 and the distillery on the correr of Moreland Btrest opered about
1930,

At the South East end of the streset the Banks and Tavior’s public house, The
King®s Arms of 1901, is closed and there is demolition at the rear. Immediately
rext door to the sast, Finsbuwy Distillery has its ground floor orifices blocked up,
with breeze blocks Filling the front entrance. Again fresh development may be
expected. OF late Finsbury Distillery produced not gin but Store’s Gingsr Wine by a
process essentially similar to homs wire making but on @ commercial scale. GBLIAS
mambere paid a visit here when ginger wing production was still in progress.

THE ARSENAL. STAND .

in Highbury concern is being expressed over the proposed Tive storey North Btand
for freenal football ground. Rew all sest facilities must bes completed by 1994 to
gatisfy the reguirements of the Tavlor Report. Local residents are objecting to the
scale of the intended construction and have formed an opposition body GOAE (Group
for the Altermative Srsenal Stand) with alterrative proposals.

John Thornton of Ove Srup’s is invalved and there is a group of independent RIBA
assessors. The adiudication is becoming @ sericous matter as this is somsthing of a
test case of National intersst. A sowrilous account of the local political
situation is given by Piloti on page nire of Private Eve, &th December 1991, In his
book "History of Highbury' Keith Sugden likens the fArsenal clubs pre-war main
building in &vernell Road to Milan railway station in the best intermational Fascist
style of the 1930s.

DEMRITION OF A D 3418 BRIDGE

The stone bridge at Glais in the Swansea Valley in Bouth Wales (ses GLIAS
Newsletter 134 page 5 until recently carried the B4Z91 across the Afon Tews.
Corstructed in 1806 tha old bridge was natwally regerded with atfection by local
residents who appealed to the Welsh OFfFice and Cadw when ite replacement was plammed
to improve btraffic flow. Objections were overruled and a new wider bridge has
recently been built in its place. 0ld Glais bridge was of stone construction with
thrae segmental arches and stepped cubwater buttresses. The bridge of 1806 itssi+
replaced an earlier bridoe a little upstresm. The present writer is much indebted
to Mr. Graham Cadwalladr of the Clydach Historical Socisty for information.

BOB CARR
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SITUATION VADANT,

The Brumel Prodect finds itseld wgently in nesd of & Treaswer (Hororary of
courss!. Interests should include: Tumrels, Brurels and Mormey! Detaills from Nick de
Balis (ses March 20/21 visit).

APRIL. NEWSLETTER .
Please note that contributions for the Goril Newsletter should rsach the Editor
by March Bth.

"t
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VISIT TO BRITIGH AEROBPALE — KINGSTIN-UPON-THAES

Thankg to GLIAS manber Plers Calver, and permission from BRe, a party of some 50
members of G.IAS and the Urovdon Sirport Society visited the BAe factory at Kingston
{Ham Factory). The last Harriers are now beling assembled at Ham before the factory
is closed.

Bfe kindly provided refreshments before we had an introductory ta
The gist of the talk is in 2 BAe booklet "73 Years of Oviati ] by
191319807 . (For those not on the visit oopies are avallable st £1 from Mr. Ager in
PR at Kingston). What follows i o very condersed account.

Kingston has been assoc ath the aviation industry since 1913 when T.0.M
Bopwith set up Sopwith Aviation in 2 foroeyr roller skating rink in Canbury Park
Boad. Harry Hawker soon joired him. The m&&%zna rink was eventually demclished but
parts of the first factory remain — as part of Kingston FPoly., During the 1914-1G
War the company exparded sroroously and also Lﬁﬂk on the Ham factory, built for the
goverpment’s falled metional aircraft factory schems. Howaver, the war over, times
were hard for airoraft marutfacturers and, with a demand For excesss war profits duty,
the company went into receivership. ALl oreditors were paid in Aull and the company
was wound up but, on the same day, Hawker Engireering, with the same directors, was
Formed.

In 1928 Hawkeyr leased the Ham Factory to Leviand, who builit the famous Trojan
‘can yvou afford W owaelk’ car thers under licencs. During the 193945 War the
factory produced tanks and incendiary bombs. Hawker went on oroducing their
wali~krmown line of bi-plare fighters at Canbwery Park bubt in 1933 bought the Gloster
Aircratt Company to obtain more factory space. (Mucclecots, Gloucester.! In 1938
the Hurvicane prototype was built at *'ngshanv Hawker did not reocccupy the Ham site
until the sarly 19890s and later in the decade bullt the imposing office block
fronting Richmond Road out of the profits on the Funter. A large experimental shop
and offices, in which we met, were also built at the vear of the factory. In 1977
Bfe was formed and took over the sviation interests of Hawker.

We vigited the factory in several partiss. UOn Saturday there may not have besn
msch activity but the extent of the rundoesn was obvious., The “sights’ included some
interesting destructive test rigs whare a fusslage was set up for stress testing,
the high temperature test room wherse jet nozzles are tested at high temperature and
air Flow, and the original factory, where a fex Harrier fuselagss were being
assembled. We also saw one of the vertical cylindrical heaters (Rocket heaters)
designed to heat the enormous fFloor space of the factory.

We are grateful to Bfe for permitiing the vi:’iy to Piers For arrvanging it and
for his talk, to Plers and his collsaguss for yuz ing us so ably, and we should not
forget David Perrett who managed the adninistration of the visit,

TROJAN MITOR CAR

As an adiunct to the Ble visit Don Williams, a former Hawker-Siddeley employee
drove to Kingston in his Trojan and after the factory visit demonstrated it and gave
rides in the car park. Don bought the car from the first owner who was an

undertaker in Oxtad.

The Trojan of the sarly 1920s was an sarly attempt to produce & mass—market
car. It sold for £140 with solid bwes or £143 with preumatics. [t was driven by a
four cylinder Lo stroke motoroyvole engine, which operated as & o ovlindsr o
stroke as two pistors joired to drive one crank,  Thers was & two speed spiovclic
gear with final chain drive. The engirs and sployvclic gear were asounted amidships
under the floorboards.

The power of the 1300cc ergine and its extraordinarily even torgue enabled the
car to be driven oo timﬂgusiy at anv spesd in top gesr, the bottom gaav only being
used Lo Eﬁ&?i %raw rest, Lmviaﬁ% pave up ihm Trﬁﬁam licemnoe in the late 1920s when
Trojan Cﬁmp&my wert on auz;ﬁ;ﬁg vars %mr SR ilm&z

a full account of the Trojan car is given in "The Light Car and Cyclecar’ for
Jure Z25th and July 16th 19446,

BILL FIRTH
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BURTON, BURTON EVERYW-ERE AND NOT A DROP TO DRINK

Despite the obvious association with Burton on Trent and its breweries, the name
chosen by Meshe David Usinsky from Kurkel in the early 1900s both for himseld and
his tailoring busiress was not supposed to conjure up visions of pint glasses.

The Burton empive itseld strongly disapproved of slocohol and provided temperance
alternatives to the public house, It is intsresting to spsculate why the name
Burton was chosen. It must bave besn a rame very well known to most working class
mean in the North Midlands at the time through the advertisements of Buwrton brewsers
but it has bsen suggested that Mr. Dsinsky saw the name at s railway station or took
it from a railway timestable., Was the cholice however a master stroke of marketing,
akin to contemporary cigarette advertising?

The Burton billiard saloon alternative to the public houses fFlourished from 1930,
to the sarly 1960z when the saloons were clossd and thelr contants sold. Kenneth
Hudson on page 68 of “The Srchaecliogy of the Donsumsr SBocisty’ speculates whether
this was the world®s biggest ever sale of billiard tables.

Although marny of the Bwton shops are still with us in & modified form the
tailoring business suffered a severs selback. Young men simply stopped wearing
tailored suits and the oollar and tie appsarance disappesred very auickly. Lavi
dmars were introduced to Britain from the B in 195%. The clothing busingss changsd
dramatically. Bir Montegue had died in 1952, Had he besn slive and vigorous ong
can almost imagine photographs of Elvis Presley being measured for a (suitably
trandy) Burton's suit but this was a rew age and the shops went in for selling off
the peg items bought in From s variety of sawcss. Burton’s national tailoring
organisation was an cobsolste embarrassment, the Hudson Road mills ceased production
and the Burtorwvilles factory has besn denplished.

Birnce the 1940s there has been a good deal of business v ~ganisation. Dorothy
FPerkins which had 392 retail outlets was bought by the Burton Group and Top Man is
part of this empire. Burton Retaill still has about 300 shops.

o be contirued) .,

BOB CARR
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LETTERS TO THE EDITIR

From John H, Boves, who writes

Two small points arising out of notes in the GLIAS Newsletter 137, December
1991, which may be of interest to menbers :

(1) Montaguse Burton had enothsr large factory during the 1940s engaged mainly 1
believe on uniforms and latterly on demob clothing, at Little Hulton, Bolton, Lancs.
just ofFf the East Lancashire Road. I suspect it started sbout 1937 and 1 thirk it
was still operating when I left the avea in 1947. It was in a converted spinning
mill.

2y The Civil Deferce Dunker in Hackrey was the scere of a tragedy on th July
1973 when four small bovs orept through a very nerros gap undsr the security gote
and gained entry to the bunker. When irside they started playing with the sguipment
particularly the "bicycle gererators’. Also inside the bunker were some Calor gas
cylinders, one of which had possibly besen leaking. Apparently a spark from the
gererator ignited the gas and a viclent explosion ccowred in this confined space.
Ore boy was killed outright and a second died later.

JOHN H. BOYES.

L
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THE CHANGING RAILWAY SCENE IN HAPSHIRE. By Edwin Course & Pam Moore.

- The story is told in a series of 114 photographs showing ”&ﬁi and present,
the garliest taken in 1905, with a short commsntary on each of the 42 pages. This

i
is a new publication from Sout hampton University Industrial &wgﬁmﬁaiﬁgv Group @ﬁd is
vary interesting and well presentsd. Priced ab £4.30 it i% &faiéqﬁxé %vmm C .
Ivan Downer, SUIAG Publications OfFficer, 4 Hartley Clt
Hampshire, 505 &JE. G148 readers grwwéé also ask £
publications by SUIAG. ALl profite go tosards the work ¢

BOGKLAND LIFE ~ & PICTORIA. HISTORY (F LOWNIVR' S DOOKS 18401970
By Chwis Ellmers and 8lex Werrer. _

The Port of London formed the largest and most comprehensive system of docks the
world has ever known. With a workforce of over 100,000 men, women and children,
London”s Dockland reached out to the four corrers of the globe through the thousands
of ships which came to the busy River Thames. The Puseun of London is ﬁ&vﬂtﬁﬁ to
keeping the memory of Dockland alive and has row produced this lavishly illustrated
VO lume.

Dockland Life examines every major aspect of the port; the wo working river and
its various docks; the ship repalr vards; dock construction and warshousi ng:  the
quaysides and dock trades; the communities of the area. The text is comprehersive
and definitive, but above all it is the stunning sequence of images, drawn from a
&1§rary of over 30,000 photographs, which corveys the human drama of life and work

in the 'First Port of the Empire’.

Dockland Life is available from the Mussum of London Bookshop and the Museum in
Docklands, Library and &rchives, price £17.30.

BILL FIRTH
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RECORDING GROUP REFURT

Batterses Waterworks,

Tim Bmith and Maloolm Tucker are continuing to work on this site. & letter from
Roger Morgan had besn received sbout the possibility of the site having been used
For trials ﬁ% the Oﬂ%umﬁi*“ Siﬁgaiﬁh railway. Tim and Malcom have drawn up &
docunent. on Codes of Practice for such sitss.

Haretield Copper Mills.

Jure Gibson reported that the site was ewpty, hed been vandalised and there wers
signs of demolition but there was now a nightwatchman., (sss page 9) Visits may
posaibly be arrangsd with the sstats agerds, but u&ﬁﬁ#mt Jume Bibson first.

Connolly Leather Works,

Robert Vickers had sent us an article about this firm on the Wandle which will
go out of businsss in about two years, and he sugoests that a visit should be
arvanged. -

Ice Wells, Battlebridogs Basin.

A letter had been received from Roger Porgan forwarding a letier from a
researcher on ice cream from Hull. Malcolm Tucker has looked into it, and
amission from Sylvia vV s book on the subject.

Delta Enfield Cable Factory., Charlton.

Mr McNair had written about this works, now closed. The site had been built by
Johnson and Phillips. A particular feature is the prominent cable tower, Arvorss
with further information please get in touch.

JTelford Bridge’, 8t Katharine's Dock.

Taylor Woodrow has made another proposal in which the wrought iron would be
retained as Twall-papsr”. Maloolm Tucker had made submissions on behalf of BLISS on
the previous oproposala,
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Victoria Dock,

Bob Carr had reported that mills at rorth side of Victoria Dock were being
demolished. Museur of London have surveyed these fairly thoroughly.

Finchley Open Qir Pool.

June Gibson reported that Barret wishes dispose of this open air swimming pool
to adjacent health club and close Bguire's Lare pool. In addition the 30s Society
had produced a book on Lido™s which were disappearing fast.

Berk Chemicals.

This site at West Ham was now demolished. Parkes Thesis described building,
possibly from the 1820s on the sits in the 1940s.

British Waterways Board, Bulls .jvzﬁq_gﬂ

Tim Smith reported that the site is o ?::ﬂs" radeveloped for Tesco’s when BB move

their maintenance depot out. A visit to the site is being considered.
Nese River,

Don Munday reported that the portion of the New River, between Enfield and
Coppermill which was to be closed, is to be retaired. New pumping stations (24) (&m
x 3m x 3m) will put mairs water into the chalk aguifer in times of plenty which can
be returned to the New River as required. East Ressrvoir at Stoke Newington may be
lowered. West Ressrvoir will be lowered so that swface area is reducsd from 20
acraes to 9 acres, eliminating rmeed for irspection undsr the Reservoirs Act.

Guestions ware also raised about Woolwich fArsenal and Richmond Ice Rink.

Mesting place, .

Mary Mills said that it was impossible to mest charges for rooms at ths
Architectwal Association . It was agreed that Kirkaldy's would be suitable for
regular meetings; although one member objected strongly on the grounds that the
Society should have a meeting place in Central London. Some more general meetings
could be held at Bow BGas Museum, The Brunel Engine House or Kew.

s R e o %

HAREFIELD AND ITE COPPER MILL

Harefield is a large village, almost a small town, with ro train station but
buses run from Derham or Rickmansworth. By car, ore of the most interesting routes
is along the A40 past the NOR works at Park Royal and the Hoover factory on the &40,
soony to be corverted by Tesoo .

The Mill is in a tiny lane off Jack’s Lare which leads to Black Jack’s Mill.
Still called that, it has bsen a restauwrant for some Fiftean vears. On the map is
shown the rearby site of an iron foundry of which there is rno sign and also a tile
kiln whare [ went to find only a pile of rubble.

Although the area is predominantly rural and there are pleasing tracts of water
and land, it bears the usual scars of rwal sgualor with rather horrid new housing
developments shos-horrad in.

There are the usual assortment of pubs some looking very attractive. The largest
and the best for viewing the mills is The Fisheries Inn at Coppermill Lane, adjacent
to the Grand Union Canal and with a beer garden at the back on the banks of the
River Colre. It's a rather old-fashioned ares for pleasure; fishing; caroeing; canal
boating; walking stc.. But i the mills are redevelopad ..7

The cottage at Coppermill Lock was closed when [ visited and I had passed the
only entrance to the mill, on the right before crossing the canal bridge, which is
marked by a 30's style bell tower and wought iron gsetes painted in faded turguoise.
"Bell Works" is the name on display along with "The Harefield Rubber Company”. This
company owned all the buildings on the site but it ssems that parts were lessed out,
like a smaell industrial estate. & lare passes the entrarce of Bell Works and at the
end there are still some buildings in use. Thess are on the site of a disused chalk
pit according to the map. .

On the way to the Mill there is a guaint little electricity sub-steation, a brick
building like 2 small chapel with a big window and a transformer sitting inside.

woFan
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The large brick-built mills are very lovely indsed, being mellow brick and
pariod style. It seems ag if thess are listed, probably Grade 1I. There are some
windows broken but the buildings look in a reasonable state. I took a vidso Film
which shows them such better than I can desoribe them.

However, the process of demolition of SOme2 of the other buildings has started
and from the locked entrance in Summerhouse Lane vou can see debris and a bul ldozer.
The site is very big, I should think it’s \a%i“ half @ mile long, by a guarter of a
mile at the widest part of the site, 0t the rear is & seourity ferce of corrugated
iran, but vou can see a goods loading bay and gates of mesh wire, lesading to a
chemical store. There has besn a lot of van walism and there is a caravan parked near
the entrance gates for & wabtchman.

The following information was taken from a book in Harefield's local library.
The Mills are first mentioned in the Doomsday Book and in 1674 as a Corn Mill and in
1683 a Paper Mill. In 1781 they werse lessed o the Mires Royval Tﬂﬂp&r@y with the
house called the Marnoy House and in 1802 copoer was introduced b by them while Hlack
Jack®s Mill contirnued as a Corn ?*?HM

Copper was brought from s smelting works in ﬁ}af"‘f:}? gan to be used to roll copper
for sheathing the bottom of the ships to be used in the Napoleonic Wars, and by 1803
production was at 30 toms of copper a wesk. But by the mid 1830°s fewsr wooden ships
were being built and because Harefield was so far from the sowce of copmer they
were one of the first works to close. By 1863 the Mires E:zy@%l Company had gone cut
of busiress and the Mills were abandored. One roof left was sntirsi v of copper and a
later leasseholder made aoney by sellirg it.

The Mills were supported by Thomas Newsll from ?mvza and ha turned then into a
Paper Mill but it wasn’t 2 commercial success and they were again for sale by 1872,
In 1882 they wars ‘%awa{ﬁ by the United Asbestos Company in which Midland Railway
managers were involved. After a grest deal of piomesring work, a government contract
was secwed and f,“}?‘?'”ﬁ*”ﬁ followad. There were a textile factory and an India Rubber
and Mill Board factories. In 1910 the company amalgamatsd with the Bells Asbestos
Company and throughout the First world war emploved a graat many women, some from
mills in the North of Englard.

In 1929 the E:iﬁé"%’&éﬁy was sold o Turner & Newell who moved to Evith in Kent., The
machines were sent to 0ld Trafford and wemplovment in the ares grewm. In 1935 the
works ware taken over by &,§3mr§«%f“ Limited who also traded as the Harefisld Rubber
Company. Printing rollers, asbestos, ink and other things were manufactured on site
by a varisbty of firms.

The Harefield Rubber Company is still in existence but the works closed in 1978
because plastic was being used for mary goods previously made of rubber,

This was oree an industeial @ with cement works and brick fields, In 1885
Coles Bhadbolt amd Company &w,.,,é"*; many cement kilms provided a great deal of local
employment. Today in south Harefield there is a reminder of the Oopper Mill in a b
called the Mines Roval. '

There is a “%&&*@?%‘éﬁzﬁ local history group who may know something about the mills.
Further local information would be of interest if anyore would like to write in.
Books consulted were: "Life in a Middiesex Village, 1880-19307 published in 1978 by

the Harefield local history group, and "Life and Work in a Middlesex Village,
Harefield 1880-1914° by Seoffrey Tvack, ﬁ?’"ﬁiﬁg o 1984,

JUNE GIBSON
aammmee

MNEWSLETTER QESTIONNAIRE

Thanks to all the membere who returred the queEstiomalire which we sent out with
the last Newsletter. We have received 155 replies, including the guirgs-plgs who
completed them at the GLIAE Lectwe but have rot had time to analves them thoraughly
s0 a full report will have to wait for the next Newsletter. Tharks again to all of
yvou who took the tims to let us ko whet vou Bhink,

DANNY HAYTON



GLIAS Accounts 1990 — 1991

Income

Individual Subscriptions
Family Subscriptions
Group Subscriptions
Deposit Account Interest
Publication Sales

SERIAC

Miscellaneous

Increase In Stock Value

Expenditure

Newsletter

Postage & Secretarial
Publications

Journal

A.G.M.

Insurance

Publicity

Lectures

SERIAC

Miscellaneous
Decrease in Stock Value

Income
Less Expenditure

Plus Last Year's Subs
Less Next Year'’'s Subs

GENERAL FUND

Balance at 1Ist April '90
Surplus 1990 - 1591
Balance at 31st March ‘%1

STOGCK
Cost Value 1ist April 'S0

Cost Value 31st March ‘91
Decrease 1n Value

k=
Ln Qo
=

0
o
)
0

4l

2953
2641
312

L

J

|
|

1990-391

1551
296
213

Page 1

1989-50

1540




" GLIAS Accounts 1980 — 1319951 Page 2
Agsets 129091 1989-90
Cash at Bank 5443 3750
Publications & 3Btocks at Cost 2641 2953
Sundry Debtors Z 133
] 6836
Liabiiities
General Fund 8035 6831
Subs. in Advance 33 5
Uncleared Cheguses 29
Treasurer’s Report
Another "Good Year or GLIAS is more apparent than real. We have absorbed
the SERIAC takings but, because of its timing, have yet to pay for it.
Investment has been maede in a computsr system to enable the newsletter
to be "made up” electronically
-As predicted the increased costs for room hire have made it prudent to
increase the subscripticns for 198%91-92.
D.H.W. Hayton ({(Treasurer!}
D.P. Smith (Chairman}
Auditor's Report
I have examined the Accounts and Financial Records of the Scciety and
have received all the information and explanations that I consider
necessary.
In my opinion, the Accounts give a true and fair view of the Sociely’s
financial affairs as at 3ist March 1981 and of its income and expenditure
during the vear ended at that date.
Hugh Marks {(Auditor}
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PROGRAMME for SERIAC 92

“Serving The People : Public Utilities”
Venue — Boldrewood Lecture Theatre, University of Southampton
0945-1020 Registration and Coffee

Chairman for morning session: Mrs Pam Moore, B.A.

1020-1030 Welcome and Opening Remarks

1030-1110 Wind Engines and Municipal Water Supply
J Kenneth Major

1110-1150 Electricity comes to Godalming
Kenneth Gravett

1150-1230 The London Hydraulic Power Company — A Lost Utility
Tim Smith

LUNCHBREAK — SEE BOOKING FORM FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Chairman for afternoon session: Dr | Martin Gregory

1405-1445 South Eastern Gas — A Historical Survey — 1814-1949
Brian Sturt

1445-1525 The Brook Pumping Station
Jim Preston

1525-1550 Tea

1550-1630 The Emergence of the Municipal Engineer in the Victorian

City

Dr Denis Smith

1630-1700 Introduction to Twyford Pumping Station

Dr Edwin Course

1700-1715 Discussion and closing remarks

To be followed from 1800 onwards
by a tour of Twyford Water Pumping Station,
near Winchester, with machinery in operation.

SERIAC 92 BOOKING FORM
Please return, with payment to:

Mrs Pam Moore,
20, Stourvale Garens,
Chandlers Ford,
Hampshire SO5 3NE

Closing Date: 10 March 1992

Organisation (if applicable).......cc.ccccoovuvevveirriiciiciecn.

Please reserve.........c.ccoovurninnn place(s) at the Conference at £7.50 per person (includes
tea and coffee and all documentation)

| / We would like to book lunch at £7.95 a head............ YES / NO

Cheque for £ ..enclosed (payable please to S.U.LA.G.)
I / We wish to join the tour of Twyford Pumping Station.............. YES / NO

I / We wish to book display space on behalf of.................cccocoovunncc.. S e
(See Note 2) YES / NO

NOTES

I. Lunch will consist of three courses and coffee and will be served in the
Boldrewood Building. It must be pre-booked. Alternatively, participants may bring a
packed lunch; there are no suitable alternative facilities for obtaining lunch in close
proximity to the venue.

2. If you request display space, you will receive a form requesting further details of
requirements.

All delegates will receive directions to the venue nearer the date. Parking is available
adjacent to the building. Details of public transport will be supplied on request.




