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DEC[I'48[R 1978$frEj:[rffFq Lmr\,n{fN
INDUSTFilAL a.nlHAmili*ifG\/ EClctEI"Y.

DIARY DATIS FOR DTCII"'IBIR 1978 & ]ANUARY 1979

L]HTN UJHAT

tc Jan 28 19i9 GLIAS [xhibition Cogs, Crafts & Casl Iron" 0ur 10th

to Jan 30 1 979
Tues & Thurs
1 4. 30-1 6, 30
Sats 1 0*1 2.30
&. 14.30:.'16"30

Iri evening
Dec 1 1 978
19 "OO

Uod eveninq
Dec 6 1 978
4 0 ?n

Thur evening
Oec -/ 1978
19.30

S atur day
Dec 9 1 978
1 0.30-1 7.00

i'rion evening
Dec 18 '1978

18"30

tfcd evening
Jan 1 O 1979
1 7. 30-20" 00

Thur evening
f an 11 1c)79
a'7 'ia

Sat morning
Jan 1 3 1979
10"00-13,00

ORGANIZTR

Annj-versary exhlbition is open dai1y, except lilondays.

Ixhibition Here Today, Gone Tomorrcrr]: Hendon & District
Archaeology Society have an IA exhlbitj_on at Earnet lvluseum
lLjood Street, Barnet,

KpIAS 8th annual- rrrorkshop at Kinqston Fo1y, Kniqhtf s park Bryan !l-
senior common Room, Ground Floor " 281 bus from Kingston s4g 1366
or Surbiton sbation passes Poly main entrance, 7 min frorn
there to Kniqhts Park. Bryan t s rr,erkshop thi s year has
Ken Haurley from lLJcrrley Top forge, Sheffield as a speaker
trrhich trlil-l- interest GLI AS members trho en joyed the visit
there in NovemLrer.

e I T n rULlHJ L ec ture Photography & the l'luseum of London. 01iver
Green from the lluseum irill_ talk abcut the rolc of
photography in IA research j-llustrated urj-t,h r:xamples from
their colLection on Industr,ial Londan. Crty ol London
Pol-y, 31 Jeury Street, Lcndcn t.C.3.
Film eve ninq: GLIAS rnembers are j-nvited tc aite nd Daver s
IA class for the evening, Films on coal_ irining,
f Terminust (t:laterloo), coopers, etc. Rno,r 43, Richmond
Adr.llt College, Farkshot ( opposite Richmoncj Station).
GLIAS tesealc.h at Gui1dhal1 Library on a variety of areas
including Dockland" Ail uelcome, no experience needed.
Late risers can join after (cafe) lunch, fntrance in
Aldermanbrury, ask for GLIAS groupo

QLlASfEeeting at The Architectural Association, 36 Bedford
Square for a1f membefs interested in hclping uith a vast,
urqenl exercise to record urhat renains r:f London dockland.
GLIAS_ Re_qearqlr at thc tl.I. B.A. Library, 66 portland pl-ace
delving intrr a irrealth of books and periodicals (trith time
fol a jar :ftcruards).
Lecture: The Hig-tory crl' Cr:.1-our Television 18,15-1 g45 by
Dr. R.LlJ. Burns of Trent Folyte chnj_c at the Inst j_tution of
[]-ectricaL f ngineers o Savoy p1ace, London ILJC2

AS Researcl-r

Dave Perret t
832 486?
600 9000 e"
21 94

David Thomas
4 Heyford
Ave, S"tr.B"
735 2132

Bob & Pam

Carrr 3T
A inqer Road.,
N. ui;3
RoL:ert Vickers
29 Chatsuorth
Rd, N.iJ"2"

I.t.E.
?44 1871

Room, Bancrofl-
concentrating on lli1luall and ll.lest Inrjia Dr:cks and Isl-e
of Drgs industry,

at Toiler Hamlets Library, Local Hrstcry
tload ( near l,lile Ind/Stepney tube stalicns )

8ob & Pam

Carr

{



GLIAS RecordHon eveninq
Jan 1 5 1979
tB " 

30--20. 30

Fri evening
Jan 1 I 1979
20"00

llon evening
Jan 22 1979
1 8,00*20" 00

tLJed euening
)an 24 1979
18.30

Sat morning
Jan 27 1979
10"00-12.30

OTHIR IOry]1NG

Thur even-,.-:
Feb 15 19
1 8" C0-20" 00 &

2D.1 5^22 "1 5

36 Bedford S

discussiqn o:. '-
par t1cu-tarl y

invo.l- vcd in
Lectures The London & Birmingham Railuay
The trlembfey Historlr Society at Brent Tr:uin
UJembley ( S min f rom lJembley Park station ) .
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:-ng_!rp1g_,Ueg!l_[9 at The A:cchitectura] Assn",
quareB g!! members k,elcorne for tulo hourS of
n site unrk, neuis, plans and problmms,
members uhs uor:ld like to bocome more

GLl AS tuork.

tolay of
Fort,y Lane e

Page 2

David Thomas
735 2132

Hugh lYlark s
734 8921 or
459 0991 (frome)

Bob & Farn

Carr

Len'House
226 17'75

by T.
Ha11,

GLIAS lleetitg: inforn:af meeling tc discuss the progress
of the f,amden piano'factory survey and future projects.
Neuicsmers and .l-atecomers uJefcome at Suriss Cottage Library
fvleeting Room.

GlIAS__L_sqtulg Londonrs lJater Supply at City of London
Poly, 31 Jerrrry Street, London E. C " 1 .

Research into an extensive collecti'on
(and'a 1ast, opportunity to see 'thel
Chris fl-mers at the entrance desk.

of F.'L-,.4, - photoq,raphs
.-t\exhibition), Ask for

EUENTS .. "

I.Ui"A. Film Eveninq at the lvluseum. of London" Canal- and
uateruay archive films introduced by John Huntley. Tickets
f,1 from Len House, 69 Finsbury Park Foad, London lJ'/l . e

enclose S, A. E. and slate u.rhich perf ormance you require.

Cana1 trleqke.nds GLIAS nember, Philip Daniell, is consultant to Embassy Hotels for
their numerous L,eisure/Learning canal ueekends, -For detail-s of these r,ieekends,
packed uith rrlateruay sights to see, r,.rrite to Gordon Hcpper, [mbassy Hotelsr Station
Street, Burton-on-Trent, Staffs" philip u111" be feading a canal ureekend for fmbassy
HoteIs at Leicextel, next Easter"

organiz-ing anr:ther 1A ure

naturally, the emphasis
lectures in thc cvenings
Residence, delails uri1l
lvlanchest,er Polytechnic,

Railuay Summer School 01d friends of GLIAST the tua Davids (Georqe and Brumhead), are
ek at lvianchester Polytechnic in Ju]y 1979 (23rd to 27th) andr'
tuilf be on rail-uays u.rith visits each daV and ilfustrated
. Acccrmmodati-on ui11 be at the Loxford Torrler Hall of
be ,available fpom A"D. George, Department, of General Studies,
Chester Street, llgnchestSr ivll ,5Gt, 

., :,i] r

c0GS, cRAFTS & CAST iR0N

lLJelI, the GLIAS Tenth Annivc:rsary exhibition has finally gFglgq.elt_er seemingly
endl-ess months of planning and preparation, lde hav'e attempted to compress into a

fer.,-r paneJ-s of phct,ographs and diagra*rs ;plus an audio-'vi.sual clisplay not only ten,
years cf change in London, brut also ruhat is Londr:nr s Industria.l Archaeology. The
subject matter is obvicusly immense and a rr.rhole exhibj-ticn cou.Ld be, and maybe ui11
bcr in the f uture, devoted to many cf t,he topics shor:.rn, such as" t.he nailu.rays or
canals of London. For many GLIAS members it may l-eave out't,hr:ir favourite subjqct '

or lack expert depth of covLlrage, but it has been rather l-ike cianiming a urhole
museum intr: a single cr:rridor" Lsndon is nou f.ar behind, thc reSt i:f lhe cr:untry
in terms of t,he rrus€urTr, covenaqe'gi,ven to,i1-s i.nduslrief past"'"'f t .se,emi lhat euery
prcvincial ci.ty f rom Ner:.lcaslle to Bristol, Derby to. :Bradf o.!d :Froui has an indust'ria1
museum, wlaybe our exhibition ui11 ,in a sma"l-l- uay complcment the uork of'the
iluseum of Londonrs moder'n departmen't in fiiJ-ing thatlgap. 0n behalf of the Society
I uouLd l-ike to thank the ma,ny GLIAp membrers u'ho have helpcd in so many uays uith
the exhibition" Particufar thanks must'go to Chiis Elmers of the l4useum of London
for devotinq so much r:f his oL,.rn lime to cur, sxhibition,, prr:-ducilg the final
photographic prints and arranginq everylhing at lhe }Viusi:um" DAUI PIRRITT



AND Il.jHAT IS HAPPTNING ABOiJT THT GLIAS ]OURNAL?

Although proqress so lar has nol been remarkable ire are still hopinq to
have the first, issue ready L:y nexl April, Sevcral articles have been received,
teaC , o " and arc nou undergcing modj-f icat,ions" HeanLlhile ri you have done uorl.l
on any aspect of IA in Loncon, ''rhich you think mighl make an interesting article
uiry not "Lry and venlurc inlr: print " Just a sunmary and some ske tches ilill do
fcr a siart - al-though a typescript, properly de rr.rn diagrams and gcod bfack
and rrhite prints of any phltos uiil be needed flor publication, lvlaterial should
be sent t,o Brenda Souan, 267 illeu Kings Rcad, Iulham, London SL]6" or ring
589 5111, ex 26O9 during the day, BRTNDA SOllAN

GO]NG ... GOING ,"" GCNI _ BUILDINGS .""
i4any of the changes in I cndcn over Lhe past ten years are remembered in the

Coqs, Crafts & Cast Ir,:n exh.ibition, yet the changes ccntinue and apparently
quicl<sn:
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very day (Novrmber 13) that the exhibitionCutler treet rehcuses One the
opened, demol-ition commenced on a subslantial part o1'the farmer fast India
Cornpany uarehouses" These closely packed, six-stcreyed, reC brick uarehouses
occupy r:ver five acres cf sqme of the mcst valuablr-, larrd in the uorl-C: the
City of Londi:n and re-development uas probably unavoidable, They Luerr:
constructed bciilcen 1793 anci 1801 and demonstrate a numbet of buildinq methclds
ranging from uoocien pillars tc patent fire-prurof clnslruction" Three years ago
demolit,icn proposals by the Baitic Ixchange brcught houls of protest and much
neL.lspaper coverage and the plans i,.rcrc droppeC. This time tlrc tuhole procedure
has becn much quicl<cr and more secretj-ve, The GLC Histcric Buildings Division
and lhe lvlusr:um of Lr:ndon havc be en able to do a iiill-e rrescue t archaecloqy"

Crossnan & Paulin Breuery uas cjemolisherJ. Thc Kerri Br-idge fngines Trusl uere
asked to remove the 1867 Kittoe & Brotherhc-oci beam cngi-ne, but the adjoininq
horizonlal engine rrill bs scrappcd. The bcam eneine is probably to be re;erected
at a ner:-r textile mLlseum -in Somersct.

A].bion Breu.rery, iJhitechapel Road

Queenhithen t"C"lr

iricol-rr-rich Tram Shelter

Durinq the su,nmer, this formcr lv]ann,

Thc l-ast remaininE qroup cf unchanged Thames-side urare-

Althou_oh provid-i-ng a useluf shefti:r in Beresfcrd Square

houscs in lhe Ci ty ue re denrolishe d in the middl-e r.lf 0ctober:; nLrur onf y converted
u-rarchousas, iike the Samuel Pepys pub, ::cmain,

Plarke L, this tram shelter buiit in 1914 and proL:ably Lrndonrs -l-ast suruivore
has been removed in lhe lasl 1'eu ueeks. UoolLuich Llas essociat€d uith one of
Lorrdonrs fast hcrse lrams (tSt:) arrd last cfectric tram (1952)"

Tr,;o of the piclures j-n our exhibltion are bef r-,re and a1'ter shcLs of a Reqen Ls
canal*sidc'.rlarehouse deslro yed by fire in 0ctcber, rr.rhife the Breurery at Hadley
Ele_gn, Barnet has afso become a cleveloprnenl site in the iast feur rnonths"

GOING GOING GONT . PTOPLI : DAUI PIRRITT

Tuo of our most usef u1 membrlrs have moved a'uay f rom Londcn recently ( although
uc hope lhal they ui1I keep in tcuch): ADfiIAI] & ANNIE TAYLTR havc moved to a

beautif ul 16t,h ccntury hal1 house in Nc,rf ol kr r,rhile i(tN CATf BRD has .gcLne' tn
Liverpool to become princip:al architect in the [4etrcpolitan Councilrs Planning
Department" Adrian, uhc prr:duced the ncusleLter for some years ancl deaft uilh
publicationq, ilas st.i 1l helping us as he acli-la]}y mr-.ve d: uorking Llith' Denis
putling tcgether tho audio visuaf display fr:r the exhibition" lvlany GLIAS
mcmbers, especially at Goldsmiths, ilill- miss Ken not onty as a cheerful, helpful
person ii-r h;:ve around, but for the beautlful, painstaking drauings he produced
flr the Socicly" Gone, Lrut not forgotlen evidenily, as Dave is a-lready
mutteri-ng abcut visits to llorfolk and Liverpocl!

Talking of visits, I havlntt much space to uritc aLl i uould.Iike about the
rrip to Shr:fficId, buL, I uil.L rrse this littlc tLr vcic.:1ns l.pinion ol everyonc
there lhat Dave hadeedone it againrr -- a really ue-i-J.-organized trip that
packed an unbefievabfe amount cf Sheffield,s IA inll one enjoyable day" Thanks
Davo -

It,ems f or next (February) neu.rslclter tc me i:y Januar;, 15, piease
BRINDA INNIS 9a t-icper Falk Road, Bromley, BR1 3HN

cr phone 1+61, 1416 (day or evening )
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At the end of September a number cf GLIAS members enjoyed a most
-interesting visit to the site of an early cement ucrks, Francis & Ccmoany,
at Cliffe in Kent. Bob Barnes organized the visit and supplied us uith a
map of the site and notes uhich uerr: so infornative that I asked him to
describc the cnterpri sc lor the ner,,sLetter:

Tn 1824 Josaph Aspdin of Uakefield patented a type of artificiaf cement
knoun as Portland cement. This product, rrlas superior in strength and cr:l-our
to othelr dements knor,.rn at that time and af ter Liil.Liam Aspdin, i.C. Johnson
and others had perfected the manufacturing process in the 1B4Dts the industry
greu rapidly. Portl-and cement is made by burning limestone and clay tcgether
and pulverising the resultant cl-inker. Thc ready availability of the rarir
rnaterialse urater transport and the proximity of the rapidly grouing metropolis
made North Kent the most important, area in the uor1d in the development of the
Port.l-and Cement industry"

Cement manufacture is nouadays carried out in a feu very larqe plants. A

notabLc example is tlre B-l-ui Circl- trrorks at Ncrthflcet, probably the largest
of its kind in the uorld. This plant has continuously fired rotary kilns, the
principle of uhich uas l"irst appJ-ied in this counLry arcund 1900. The rotary
kiln soon superseded the earl-ier batch prcduction r,lhich uas employed in a
large number r:f rr.rorks on the Thames and i/leduay" 0n Seplember 24th rr.,e visited
the site of one of these early LLlcrksg that of Francis and Co of Cfiffe"

In 1853 I.C. Jchnson (rno o, tire great nemes j-n the Portl-and cement industry)
started a k,orks at clif f e in partnership r,rith a man callecl Osm.o-the.n]y., . " Ihis
enterprise uras not too successful at fir'St, but, aI'ter Osmotherly had left
Johnscn look cver Asr,dints forrner uLlrks at Gateshead and ran the tuo enter-
prises concurrenlly. In 1BB0 Johnson f ounde d t,[p large rrlorks at Greenhithe
tr;hich has only recently bcen demolished, 1n 1865 Alfred Francis (d. 1871)
formed a partnership to bu:l-o a net, uorks aL Cliffe f,rr the manufacture of
PortLand Cement. Alfred uas bhe younger scn ci'[harles Francis Luho made his
forlune in the manufacture cf Rcman cemenL. The olcier son Charles manufactured
Portland cement, at Neurport Isle cf rJight and traded as charles Francis, Son & Co.
uhilst Alfrecl Irancis kept control of the criginal uorks anr] offices at Phoenix.
lLJharf, Nine fl-ms, Ltauxhall. The c;ernent manuifactureC at C1j-ffc u.ras marketed as
rNine Elms I brand and thc .rr;orks knor.r.tn as the Nine [1ms il]orks"

1n 1866 [. t. cJe tvlichele became a partner in thc; f irn and his son Uitaf e
became.engineer at Cl-iffe" U, cje lviicnele had severaL palents to his credit,,
j.ncludilng a testing machinc, improved kilns and rriashmilLs, 1n 1871 . Francig &
Co erected a 1 56 foot iron chinney above their kilns after complaints frcm
General Gordon uho uas C0 cf lire ad jacent f ort, [rnpson, Holccrmbe and Co had
uorks at the head of Ctiffe crr:ek rr.,hich r'rere €rcctecl around 1877. These uiere
amalgamated '.Lri'th Francis and Co in 1886, along rLrith Francis, Dr:nal-d & Johnson,
LLrhiting manufacturers c,rf Clif f e" In' 1900 trancis ancj Cc u.;ere onc i:f the firms
uho combined to form Associated Portland f,ement lvlanufacturers (1900) Ltd. The
Clilfe utorks seem t,o hava closcd in 1921 , but the nearby' Al-pha llorks, erected
in 1910 rLlere stil1 employing 171 pcople r.rhen they closed in 1969. There uas
al-so an explosives uorks on Cliffe Creek uhicir closed in 1922

IYlany of the buil-dings associated ruith the early cement inrJustry r,iouLd have
been l-ittle more than sheds and many cf the siters. have been re:developed. The
site sf the Francis Llorks has not been re-usec1 , Lrut it uas evident on our visit
that the rlemolition mer-r have striven rnight,ily to destroy uhat rrras left behlnd
ia 1922" The most reccgn.i-sable remains at Cliffe are the nine krfns by Cliffe
fort, These are built of mass concrete anrj arc subst'antial1y complete, although
most of the brick lining and clnical superstructures arr: missinq, Scattered
around the overgroun site uJere a set crf edge rolJ-ers, a Lancashire boilerr'
millstones and sections cf the tall- urrought iron chimney" Drauings of t,hese
finds and a fuller repcrt uil-l be rnade j-rr due course, BBB BARNIS

, / ..o



trtis colc outside, and we?ve a hefty baeklog of site reportsthat need to'be writ';en up* At the saffie'time j-t,s necessary- to do archival research on past and. future projects, and- f6rthis ali members are invited to the sessions sfr.own in }iarynatesllTuller d.etails, and- offers of lrelp (partiJufarfy- f#i"S)
please, tg--E*gglOilg_Ctoup Secretary, David. Thomas, + Ui:yfbrd.
Avenue ? Sl,iB lIrT {715*2152 nou,e) "

GLrA's D0CKS TouR - TI{E rsLE oF }oGS At{n rr}{E RoyAts - 7 sept. 1g?B

FOR [}1E RECOR}

Q

Greenrvich Rearh
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BACKGBOUN} NOTES

Isle cf Doqs West fnctia and
Ibfilllall Docl<s

iar Oocks

TJ

1 * West fndia Dock Entrance
2. Original 1BO2 warehouse

(Gvrylr) 1?+8061. 1827 Rennie (ttre younger)
warehouse iTjBO6+* Dock Constablest cottages
5* Entrance to City Carral (fa-
te-,: lridened into South
Iock); pumphouse co 1914
5" traunching site of Great
Eastern steamship
7 " Greenwi-ch Foo-b Tunnel entr*
ance 383783
B* llootbridge (rnod,ern) with
rf,ew jVB793
9" Mai-n clock entrance vrith
rnodern lift bridge \Bj?gglO"Iiydrauli c pumping station
building wi-bh accumuiator

'Bl:'ckwsll
Ha sin

L
qr-

-
o

c
o

o

*
7jJ

6
a0

4 ) IVI-i rr -1
l'-o rif;-L,

11" Rail
'1+, Hyrlr

( nosi i,ions
arid" ra.iir,la-iv
l^raJr sicling;
aulic riccu,mlr-

'll "Remains of railiuay passeng;-
-approximate) cr sta';i-on (triillwall Junction)
lrlclrauli-c pot el? sl-ation 1:uij_d"ing 1B+BO5
',tii;lr el-ectz:ic (formerly nyd"raulic) capstans
l_ator -horryers (supplied from .10) 

1g+BO+.31ZBO,

ry;y$glS!J*-Dqc{(F were -opened 1802-5. flhe Export ar]d Import ]ocrrswerc the fi-rst of the london tdet Dock System buii'; specifilally for
i?:^1r::l?Ig: :f g?rsgl-?s an alternative to the *=oid.ed lesal"quays(lrom whl-ch over elt' rn1l1iol-worth of good.s hrer.e piJ-fered per anrium)"The two docks were ori-gina.11y- conr:ect6o t-o the ftrames via-nfacfiwafrBasj-n to the 9e-st (for shipping), ancl via l,imehouse Basin to the up-river barge/lighter entra.n6'e (ilor,r fi}led. i;i" r'rr"it or the Importnock wore warehouses d.esigled.'by-Gr^ry:-t of a'iyp;-;;*-io-r;"4;il"?o"uremains in origlnal condi*ion)"-they hel-d" mctasses, coffee and cott-olr : - no tr'Jes* Tndj-an cargo could be landed- el-sewhere unt1l 15A3, 

- 
[hesouth sid"e was.*.fY*-gua, *1Il und.ergroun* var;.lt^s, Fower for cranes,locks etc rsas initialty supplled.^by ilaT haurage/ir"u.o*iir*; st"rmpower was not- used. otriing to the fi-ie ri sk. Hydraulic and. eiectricpower were subsequently used"

!h-q- CITY CANAI{ opened- in 1805 saveri" two mj-I-es cf sailing br.rt the
ffifd.oub].e1ock1-ngand.har:.d.hau}-ageresu1t6o.inf,inan-
cial losses from the start" Afte:: use for the flcating of timber it
was converted into tl:e present South Dock in '1Se6--7O* Tire Cock wasinterconnected in 1926 to the t-wo northern d"ocks and to tlre Mil1wall
Docks" At the site of its eastern entrance i-s the present day e::rtr-

5( ,ndia Docks (?\

ii lwail

Dr:<ks

Cubirt
Town
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ance l.ock to the whole dock system" Some originalfhe westgrn entr:anc'e. An electric pumpirig stition
pound-ing) ,strad"dles the canal "to the 6asti of West

OTHXR 'EATU}?ES CF I,MTI,WA}I

lhe IIUIIWA],L DpCKF" opened. in 1868. A good vi-ew may be obtaj-ned. from%the eievated- footway off .Ti11er Road (ttre east end- of this brid.ge
was closed for repair.s 9/78). These d.ocks were largely used_ for'-the '

discl.rarge of grain. A gravi-ng dock was built on th6 south sid.e. [heoriginal Millwal1 Dock-Co" p[rchased bhe surrounding 200 acres inthe lrope,that it'woulc beeonre erl ind-ustrial estate.t-On the Aay ofour visi-t the Russian steamship ANGARSK Iay in Iqiliwall Outer Dock.she was built by the 'rNeptun" yard" in Rostbck in 1956. The vesselis powered-Py a 4 cyiinder reciprocating compound.-expansion steam
91$1ne" -Ctrlinaer d.imensions are * two of +05 mm bor6 and. trro of
19OO mm bore with a common stroke of 1OOO mm. $inrilar vessels oftenvisit London.

Isle }Iouse (ex" Do eknas ters House
ston t s' Rc1824. Near accross Prebv

a"i-vv?ame archite unfortunately d.isfi

work remains at
c"1914 (for im-
Ierry Road.-

927 to he 90me

Coldhar*

U -l-5d"ppeared" and the remains
inrlustry are few. Tlie Greatin 1859, but 1O years later
Clyde with metal and. ehemic
clude Associated Lead. Flanuf
fron Works (of William Fair
Yard etc.

The drainage vrindmills have long since
of the once flourishing ship-building
Eastern was l-aunchecl from Napierts yard. 

.the trade 1./as being transferled. to the
al industries taking its place. Sites j-n-
acturers, Burce1I- I s Colours, Mi1lwal1
bairn fame), l'Ii11-wail Lead Works, Samud.a's

{

cuHtrr:P _90}fl,{ ' was begun about 1s43 hy tire buirding firm of that
name,'r'i-mber wharvesr'bri-ck fields, a pottery and a cement fa.ctorywere established.- here together withan bxtensive irousin[ estafe --'largely for frisir lai:ourers, now mostly d.emo1ished.. [h; Islana Gar-dens were laid*out b;, the Naval college i;o imprcve their view (the
Yiep from the Island. could harCly be Impr-oved"l on); the northern en-trance to the Greenwic.h Fcot runiel (rsg,z) is nere. [hu rrousinfi,-.estates ,throug5hout the fsland" d.emonst::ate'interestinp5 va-r-,iatioil*,,ir.munic-ipal st;,-le. A branch of the Blackwal-} Railwa;r fi*u"uA ttrotighithe ldest fndia arrd. MillwaLl Docks and. termina.ted. j-h a passenger st-ation near Femy RoaC at the vuest of Isl-and. Gard.ens where nait of,the viaduct remains" rt i,sas lnitiallf horse d.rawn for fear';i riiein thb docks.

T}:e SOUIH WEST INIIA DO CK H'(IRANCE was enle p"rl-ne ]- .5h
\J Il r/\j

arged
( tiree CI e system astern entranee toA

the City Canal was originally here)" fhe mod.ern I afford saBo
stil

the yo:
llouse ii

cluding
unger)
y "b):e s

od vi-ew of the South West fndia Dock in r,;hiehI be seen .unloading. By the riverqide to thehour lane: the Gun Inn has- a 'bemaee with od vi ehi oThe lar,re also contains a riversid.e police r-on anC I
l-ngs in
(

tfld talled flat roof . I,'urther north lies the original Bl-ackwall entrance, all but unuseable - pov,ier for lockr gates, cra.nes, capstans
ol- c used to be su-ppli-ed- by the dockts own central hydraulic powersta.ti.on. This sysf,em is now d.efunct aniL a small inod-ernpower plant situated just to the south of the Sou-Lir t/es
Entrance provides power fo:: ti:e irnmediate vicirLity only.

IU
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[he POPIAF. DlCFii driginated- froil the Eastern Dock, a reservoir for
ffick.-"From1si1thisc'oc.kwaSused-asatimber,pond"

- Tn ffirA it was leased to the East and West fndia }ocks and BirmJ-n$ham- Jun.ction P.ailvray" vrhicir ran from Chalic F.erm to the West fndia nocks"
nfris Railraray Cofr,pany (late:: 'bo become tire North trond.on Raj-lway)_ built
a dock (Cotiier itocir) and a terminal goocls station" [he Northumber-
1and. and }urham Coal Co" operated traffic over this l-ine ruith its own
;nstnes *A,is*rrl paying hlorooo pa, she Western Dock was built in
%12. The pre-firoupinb raiiwaj' companies which fina]3.y*h*9. facilitj-es
at'tk.ese d6cks*1^rer6 the Great-ltorthern, North londorr, Irondon & North
lr/estern and even the Great lfestern. British Rail- sti1l has a freight
rlepot here and" ships and )-ighters are ]rand-led; t* g/78 susar beet
se-eruecl to be the miin traffie. [he nocks! dj-sused hydraulic pumping
statj-on building stil-l sta::ds. The reuaining - 

I/1ragon, capstanP _hgYe
been electr"ified" 'Iwo accumulator towers survive" GIIAS would li-ke
to thank l1r. I.A"W. Green of Britj-sh Rail for permlssion to visit th*
ese d.ocks. The area by the river to the east of Poplar nocks w-as once
famed. for st:ipbuild.infu.'To the north east of Poplar ]ocks the Midland
Railrlray had a good"s statj-on. A hyd.raull! power station building
showin[ mu.ch eiidence of ]erby stand-arclization remains* Relics of the
lond-on*and. Blaekl^ra}l Railway can be folind- a tittle to the r:orth incl-'
ud.ing a bridge uiith a parapet constructed from large slate sl-abs"

&
llastn

Woolwich
ferry

Si].ve -',sryl the Ro !ocks

1, Purnping station to maj-ntain d-ock levels +42805
2" Rublis6 d.estructor 4rl-5805
,: Harlan6 anA Wo1fi, sirlp iepair works (d"emolished)
4-, Road briCges over dock entrances
,. Entrance (rirreo in") ,99804
6" Wooden pier
7. Beckton gas works"

The RCTAI lAq$g *omprise the Victoria. Albe:rt and King G-eorge V d-ocks
situated" to the north of Woolwich Eeach" Vietoria }ook lras opened- in
X855 specifi*aliy fo:: general- :teamshiP trad.e. f t was the first lonCon
d"oclc for ocean-going sh ips to be eonnecteri to the national railwaY
system, r,*hich comPensated for its 'Sreaterdistanee from the CitY.
The Boyal Albert Dock t'tas opened. in '188O; sing le*storey transit sheds
neing e:re cted. instea=d. of trarehoLlses as tl:e emphas is lay *n .f ast tu:rn*
:r:ound- - This was the first dock in Lond.on to -ne }j.t by electrj-city"
King George Y nock was opened in 1921, As well- as general -cargoesthele Cocfs speciali-zed. -in' the hand.ling of tobaeco, meat and fruit,
especially bianas, anC se.ter,'aJ- cold- s*ores liere erected. Victoria

r\tuy ai Vicrriria Dock

(ieorge V Dockllontoon
Dcct<

,s"llrert Dock
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Dock contains/ed" a floating vacuum E5rain elevator" A good view of
the Vietoria Doek may be otr*ained- from the Silrrertown Way bridge
over the r,*estern entiance " A partial view of, the Royal Albert Dock
may be obtained. from the Silvbrtow!.by-pasg r,uher-e, a_concrete bridge
calries it accross the BR railway line to North Woolwich; Dry docks
lea6ing off the Albert and. King George V nocks have recently been in
use. During Septembey 1c)78 Royal Albert nock Basin was in use as a
vacht marina. fo the east of the basin is arr electrie pump house
hatea 1912 (impound.ing station) and a rubbish destructor (c:19I0).
fhe entrance lock for-the Royal Docks still uses hydraulic lock
gates and capstans ete.

To- the south of the Royal Docks (Silvertown) are sugar
refineries (Tate and Lyle) for which ships berth in Wooltuich Reach.
lo the west of the Woolwich Ferry are the rernalns of the works of
Sta:rd-ard" Telephones and. Cables Ltd. Harland and Wolff the shipluiId-
ers had. extensive premises to the south-east of King George ! lock
across Woolwich Manor Way. It has very recently been reported th"at
the area of North Woolwich,is a wastelagd where these works have
been d.emolished-. For those who have rrever visited Londonrs Doekland.
a3d who warrt to experience sornething of the area time is short- you
must humy.

Many thanks are due to Edward Sargent for his very valu-
able h.e1p as guid-e errd his masterly expositi-on at .the West fndia
Docks entrance" Do any members have a boat or the use of one? Many
of the sites requ-ire photography from the river. f am co-ordinator
for Dockland recording. If anyone is interested- please contact me
at 37, Ainger Road, london NW] ,A[ or come to one of the relevant
events listed in the diary dates section"

EOB CARR

il rE lr

ffiiitl,u,.,-"

PHOTOGRAPHS - Harland ar:.d- Wolff in
Woolwich Manor Way, now demolished,.
!qp_ left , view looking south.
Top right , vierrr looking north.
B-ott-o_m }e.lt, ornamental gatepost seen
ri.ght. ha.nd in view looking north.
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